Most Appearances In 


The NSL Since 1977 


ALEX TOBIN: 
Adelaide City, Parramatta 
Power, 1984-2000=462. 

SERGIO MELTA: 
Adelaide City, 1984-1995 
=445, 

MIKE O'SHEA: St 
George, Canberra City, 
Wollongong Wolves, 1977- 
1996-406, 

PAUL TRIMBOLI: 
Sunshine George Cross, 
South Melbourne, 1987- 
2000=403. 

THEO SELEMIDIS: 
Heidelberg, Melbourne 
Knights, 1977-1994=393, 

ROBBIE HOOKER: 
Sydney City, Sydney 
Olympic, Adelaide Sharks, 
Sydney United, Marconi, 
Canberra Cosmos, 1986- 
2000=384. 

GARY PHILLIPS: 
Sydney Olympic, Brisbane 
Strikers, 1982-1997=377, 

DANNY WRIGHT: 


ALEX TOBIN: Reco 
holder for most 
appearances in the NSL. 
Alex is just one of four 
players to have racked 
up more than 400 games 
in the National Soccer 
League. 
Brisbane Lions, South 
Melbourne, Brisbane 
Strikers, 1980-1997=353, 
GRAHAM JEN- 


NINGS: Sydney Olympic, 
Sydney United, Leichhardt, 
Newcastle Breakers=351. 


JOHN MARKOVSKI: 
Sunshine George Cross, 
Preston, Melbourne 
Knights, Marconi, Eastern 
Pride, Canberra Cosmos, 
Carlton=349, 

DAVID BARRETT: 
Sydney City, sydney 
Olympic, Sydney Croatia, 
Parramatta Power= 348, 

ROD BROWN: Apia- 
Leichhardt, Marconi, 
Brisbane Strikers= 346, 

DAVID LOWE: 
Newcastle, Marconi, 
Newcastle= 345. 

BOB CATLIN: Apia- 


Leichhardt, Marconi, 
Sydney Olympic, 
Newcastle Breakers, 
Marconi = 343, | 

ALAN HUNTER: 


Sydney Croatia, Brisbane 


‘© REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIAN POST 
@ PUBLICATIONS No. NEQ5726 


ESPITE a yet again turbulent 

Da the curtain to the 

NSL will finally lift for the 

new League Season with no less than 

three games listed to blast off this 
Friday evening. 

Current League champions, the 


Strikers= 343, 

ANDREW MARTH: 
Melbourne Knights, @arlton, 
Melbourne Knights= 341. 


Damian Mori (Glory) 
Rod Brown (retired) 
John Kosmina (retired) 


Marshall Soper (retired) 
Ivan Kelic 

Paul Trimboli 

Gary Cole (retired) 
John Markovski 
Warren Spink (retired) 
Frank Farina (retired) 


Pablo Cardozo 
Con Boutsianis 


Francis Awaritefe (retired) 


Andrew Harper (retired) 


RONNIE CORRY: League 
champion coach out to defend 
his title. 


DAMIAN MORI: Australia’s record 
goalscorer with 167 scalps , to date. 


Wollongong Wolves, are determined to 
vigorously defend the National 
Championship that they've won over 
the last two seasons. 

Wollongong on Friday will lock 
horns at WIN Stadium with the visiting 
Marconi. 

Up at the Marathon Stadium, a much 
rejuvenated Newcastle United will host 
the Melbourne Knights whilst the 
Brisbane Strikers are at home to the 
Kingz EC. 

Unfortunately yet again, entirely due 
to the recent demise of the Canberra 
Cosmos, we are again stuck with anoth- 
er competition involving a weekly Bye. 

During the off season there has been 
some heavy, (if not in two cases, most” 
surprising), trafficking within the coach- 
ing ranks. 

Out of the 13 NSL teams, a startling 
seven clubs will kick off this season 
with brand new coaches. 

Only Wollongong (Corry), Adelaide 
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$3.60 
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City (Matic), Brisbane Strikers 
(Kosmina), Melbourne Knights (Marth), 
Northern Spirit (Hickman) plus the 
Parramatta Power (Mitchell), haye 
retained their Head coaches and will hit 
the starting line the new League season 
with the same coaching personnel they 
ended with last season. 

Current League champion coach, the 
phlegmatic Ronnie Corry, stated last 
night to ABSW: “We are the League 
champions and we'll be trying very hard 
to win it again,” 

Should Corry crack the third consec- 
utive League title, Wollongong will 
become only the second club to have 
won three consecutive Championships 
since the inception of the NSL back in 
1977. 

Former national coach Eddie 
‘Thomson, was the first to crack an NSL. 
club hat-trick with Sydney City. 
Thomson won it in 1980, 81 and again 
in 1983. 


this new Soccer movie. 
¢ Further details Page 7 


GEORGE SOURIS; Wollongong’s tenacious new 


captain. 
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New Canberra club miss NSL 


Cosmos, strong indications 
emerged last week to confirm that 
anew club to fill the void left by Cosmos 
is in the works. It may however have 
missed approval to debut in the 2001-02 
season. 


Freee. the demise of Canberra 


The English FA Cup: A new 
competition here in Australia will 
soon be modelled after it. 


ABSW broke the exclusive story of a 
local initiative to raise another club from 
the ashes of the Cosmos, in its September 
25, 2001 edition. 

A group of Canberra businessmen have 
reportedly been working underground for 
several weeks and presented a proposal to 
Soccer Australia for their admission to the 

National Soccer League over the week- 
end, which was reportedly turned down as 
coming too late. 

Backed by a group of 25 Canberra- 
based businessmen, the club reportedly has 
a major overseas backer and has pooled a 


whopping $4 million together. 

The group’s spokesman told the 
Canberra Times last week, “We have the 
money, the premises, we have the name, 
the strip, a coach and the players. 

“We need a team in Canberra and if it’s 
not going to happen this year, then we’ll 
apply to join the NSL next year. 

“We talked to Soccer Australia and told 
them we had a consortium of people to put 
money in, but they said we'd run out of 
time. 

“They said if we wanted to do it, we'd 
have to take over the Cosmos debts. 


“The local business people weren’t 
going to do that. 

I believe the club is more than $400,000 
in debt, and our people want to spend 
money to make money, they don’t want to 
buy debt. The local investors are not going 
to support the debts of the Cosmos.” 

The spokesman added that, “This is an 
investor who wants to do business in 
Australian sport, 

Canberra is going to be full of money. It 
will have its own club, its own premises, 
and be run as a proper business, and we'll 
have money to buy better playefs.” 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA 
PLANS FA CUP 


Té National Soccer League 
Commission is planning a 
National knockout Cup competi- 

tion involying the NSL clubs and State 

Federations during the course of the 

new season. 

The competition, according to Soccer 
Australia sources, will be fashioned along 
the lines of the world-famous FA Cup 
competition in England. 

The idea is emanating following the 
reluctance of the National Soccer League 
Commission last week, not to introduce a 


third round of matches to the 2001/2002 
NSL fixture list. The decision arose out of 
the SA’s hammer on Canberra Cosmos, 
expeling it from the NSL, due to its failure 
to provide financial guarantees for the new 
season. 

‘The Commission which is made up rep- 
resentatives from all the other clubs in the 
NSL agreed that a 13-team, 26-round com- 
petition should go-ahead this season after 
endorsing the axing of Cosmos at a com- 
mission meeting in Sydney. Soccer 
Australia abandoned thoughts of clubs 


POWER’S BRYNES 
OFF TO ITALY 


Seon 


Mark Brynes: Leaving Parramatta Power for a stint 


with Vicenza in the Italian Serie B. 
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‘oung Parramatta Power 
Y defender Mark Byrnes 
was last week released on 

Joan to Italian Club, Vicenza, 

Parramatta Power and Vicenza 
agreed the loan period would take 
effect immediately and would end 
on 30 June, 2002, The Italian club 
has until the 31st of January next 
year to decide whether it would 
retain the 19-year-old ace defend- 
er 

“We're disappointed to see 
Byres leave the club so close to 
the start of the season, however we 
wish him all the best in Italy and 
throughout his career,” said 
Parramatta General Manager, 
Angela Travis. 

This latest development repre- 
sents another glowing chapter to 
Bryne’s highly-promising career 
which has already seen him file- 
out for Australia at junior interna 
tional level. 

Byrnes shot to prominence 
when he led the Australian U/17 
World Cup team 
to the 1999 
finals against 
Brazil which the 
Joeys lost. 

Just two 
months back, he 
‘was included in 
the Socceroos 
squad billed to 
play a friendly 
international 
against. the 
Solomon Islands 
before security 
concems forced 
the match to be 
cancelled. 

Brynes, along 
with two other 
Parramatta play- 


ers Ahmad Elrich and Brett 
Holman missed out on a chance to 
make their senior international 
debuts then, against the Solomon 
Islanders — a situation which 
Brynes confessed left him “gut- 
ted”. 


playing each other three times and will 
instead play the regulation home and away 
matches with a bye in each round, 

SA is therefore considering a knock-out 
competition to be played during the regu- 
lar season, in the hope of compensating 
clubs for the loss of revenue from the 
streamlined competition. 

The NSL Commission expressed con- 
cerns with the additional cost of $500,000 
to finance the expanded three-round 
League schedule and the associated time 
constraints involved, 

Soccer Australia explained that it had 
previously conditionally granted Canberra 
Cosmos the right to participate in the 
2001/2002 season but that the club, with- 
out the prior knowledge of Soccer 
Australia, released its financial gaarantors 
from their obligations only two weeks 
after receiving confirmation from Soccer 
Australia on 4 July 2001, that the club had 
been re-admitted to the NSL. 

added that it initially was drawing up 
contingency plans, which included the 
option of a third round of the competition 
being played, but later discarded the idea 
due to the undue financial strain it would 
place on all involved. 


TALENT HUNT OFF TO A FLIER 


Get ABSW delivered to your doorstep every week. 
For convenience, mail your cheques payable to: 
ABSW P.O. Box 155, Marrickville. NSW. 1475. 


P/code:.~ «5 


Bacak returns 


to South 


By Bert Van Bedaf 


South’s coach Eddie started at Victorian Premier 

ee Krncevic has played asignif- League club St Albans and 

IKE life itself, @ icant part in his overseas quickly graduated to NSL 
journey never ends, career and the merging of the sister club Melbourne 
it only has stops on two at the Lakesiders makes Knights. He won the NSL 


the way. For Joe Bacak 
that moment has arriyed at 
South Melbourne, where 
his life as a professional 


a big loyalty to him, I just ago. 
Soccer player takes yet hope we'll have a good sea- “I played first division for 
another turn; and athome, son and a shot at winning the Vitesse Arnhem for four- 
because Bacak — iS championship,” Bacak said. and-a-half years, In hind- 
Melbourne grown. ; “Joe (Bacak) still has alot sight, [should not have left. I 
“If you'd pick a club in of pace and I’m looking at should have stayed,” Bacak, 
Australia, where you aspire sing him on the right side of — who leamed Dutch, said. 


to play, South Melbourne has 
to be one of them. The club 
has a fantastic set-up and a 
great venue,” Bacak said, 
referring to Bob Jane stadi- 
um, its home ground at 
Albert Park Lake. 


Add to that the fact 


a lot of sense, 
“Eddie (Kncevic) helped 
me going overseas and I have 


midfield,” Krncevic said, 


and Greece, Bacak is keen to 
make his mark again in the 
National Soccer League. 


The speedy right winger 


title with the Melbourne 
Knights in 1996 before leay- 
ing for Holland six years 


greener elsewhere and 
Bacak embarked on a ten- 
month stay in Germany at 


But a footballer’s life is a 


‘ a Hertha Berlin and a season in 
After six years away from journey of chances and zs aces 
Australia and playing stints opportunities, The grass Greece with Ethnikos before 
in the Netherlands, Germany — might always be Joining South this season. 


He has signed a one-year 
contract to rebuild his career 
with an eye on another tilt at 


TRAVELLING TO THE WORLD CUP 


announced this week that it has a 
Jimited number of packages for 
supporters who wish to be at the 
MCG in November to witness the 
Socceroos against a South American 
qualifier for the right to take their 
position in the 2002 World Cup Draw. 
This promises to be a most memo- 
rable occasion and one not to be missed. 
Packages start at $585 and include 


[emer Sports Tours has 


08 2002 
Ve KOREA JAPAN 


(Via Melbourne) 


Return Economy Class Airfare to 
Melbourne plus two Nights 
Accommodation and B Class Fixture 
Tickets to this most crucial World Cup 
Qualifier match, 

‘IST’ is also now calling for 
‘Registrations of Interest’ to travel to 
Japan/Korea for the “ultimate” in 
Soccer, the 2002 World Cup Finals. 

Some approximate costings are now 
ayailable and on December Ist the 


FPA WORLD CUP 


Official World Cup Draw will be 
announced, thus confirming the actual 
Stadiums where each nation will be 
playing. 

Leap aboard the “Yes, I’m interested” 
list and be the first to receive the rele- 
vant information. 

Give Bruce Tilt a call on Phone: (02) 
9922 6166 or Toll Free 1 800 242 987. 


South American Qualifier 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 


November, 2001 


(Date to be confirmed) 


= Inclusive Packages 


<a 


$585 


Per person share twin 


Limited packages available so apply 
early to avoid disappointment! 


For Bookings & Further Information Please Contact: 


International Sports Tours 
= Phone: (02) 9922 6166 Fax: (02) 9957 4026 
1 Toll Free: 1800 242 987 


Ue Na TASS 


Email: info @ sportstours.com.au 


Joe Bacak: Come backing to South Melbourne. 


ABsw (& 


GLORY CAP OFF 
IMPRESSIVE PRE-SEASON 


By Richard Kreider 


erth Glory completed their pre-season campaign in 
Pore fashion by trouncing nevi poe WA 

State League champions Sorrento 7-0 at Perey 
Doyle Reserye on Sunday in front of a healthy 2500 
crowd. 

The game was organised on behalf of the Foundation for 
Advanced Medical Research at Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital. Glory coach Mich d’Avray was understandably 
delighted that he was able to go through the eight-game pro- 
gram without a loss and is now looking forward to the NSL 
season opener at South Melbourne next Sunday evening. 

“It has been a good pre-season campaign for us,” said 
d’Ayray. “Now, let the season begin,” he said. In the eight 
hit-outs, Glory scored 25 goals and conceded just three, 

After weathering a physical start from the Sorrento side, 
Glory broke through for the opening goal in the 10th minute 
from a half-clearance by tall Gulls defender Danny Hill, 
which fell kindly for Bobby Despotovski. The deadly for- 
ward, who has looked in ominous form, wasted no time in 
firing the ball past goalkeeper Nick Stone from 20 metres for 


European football in the 
future. 

His season in Greece 
tumed into disaster. He suf- 


fered a toe injury and had an — | the first of a triple. 
operation. His toe got infect- His second came seven minutes later from a Scott Miller 
ed and he was unable to play. comer and could have netted a third in the 20th minute but he 


unselfishly elected to provide his frontline partner Damian 
Mori with a simple tap-in. 

Perth made eight changes for the second period, but that 
didn’t reduce the quality and pace of their football against a 
Sorrento team that hadn’t played competitively for over a 
month. 


The club stopped paying 
him. 

“Tt was a real headache 
and J just wanted to get out 
of there,” Bacak, who has 
been signed to replace the 
departed Andy Vlahos, said. 

“T’m 28 and I feel in good 
form. I want to play a season 
back in Melbourne, my home 
town, and then, hopefully, 
find another club overseas 
again. 

“T still have four good sea- 
sons in me and perhaps two 
of those in Europe. But if that 
doesn’t happen, I'd be happy 
to stay out South,” he said. 

South Melbourne will 
play its opening game at 
home against top-side Perth 
Glory on October 7 and 
Bacak aims to play a major 
tole in the first eleven. 


NSL Season Guide Book | 
Now On Sale At Clubs 


Supporters are now able to 
buy this Season's NSL Guide 
Book through their local NSL Club. 
Copies of this most comprehensive 
publication are now on sale 
at an NSL Club near you. 
Cost for the 2001/2002 
Guide Book is $14:95c (incl:GST). @ 


For further enquiries contact Mr Gary Moretti 
at Soccer Australia on 02 - 9267 0799, 


Leichhardt Tigers Soccer Club Inc. 


2002 Trials 
Trials for Premier League Cadets & Youth League 
Venue — Leichhardt Oval No. 2, Leichhardt 


Under 11 
Friday 5th October 5.30pm 
Sunday 7th October 9.00pm 
Friday 12th October 5.30pm 
Sunday 14th October 9.00am 
Friday 19th October 5.30pm 


Under 12 
5th October 
7th October 11.00am 
12th October 7.00pm 
44th October 11.00am 
49th October 7.00pm 


Friday 
Sunday 
Friday 
Sunday 
Friday 


7.00pm 


Youth League 


Under 13 
6.00pm Saturday 6th October 
Saturday 13th October 
Saturday 20th October 


1st October 
8th October 
15th October 


Monday 
Monday 
Monday 


9,00am 
9.00am 
9,00am 


2nd October 
9th October 
46th October 


Saturday 6th October 
Saturday 13th October 
Saturday 20th October 
Under 15 
6.00pm Saturday 6th October 
6.00pm Saturday 13th October 
6.00pm Saturday 20th October 
Under 17 
Thursday 4th October 6.00pm Saturday 6th October 
Thursday 11th October 6.00pm Saturday 13th October 
Thursday 18th October 6.00pm Saturday 20th October 


Tuesday 
‘Tuesday 
Tuesday 


3.00pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm. 


Monday 
Monday 
Monday 


4st October 
8th October 
45th October 


4.00pm 
1.00pm. 
1.00pm 


11.00am 
41.00am 
11.00am 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS 24HR INFO LINE 


0402 306 666 
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I'URRENT WORLD 

‘CUP CHAMPIONS 
France, yesterday morning 
(Monday) also added 
FIFA’s Under 17s World 
Championship title when 
their ‘Junior’ side defeated 


Newcastle kick off their 
NSL campaign this Friday 
night against the visiting 
Melbourne Knights at the 
Marathon Stadium. 
Newcastle in a friendly 


the new seasonwhich kicks 
off this Friday evening. 
Last season the 
Wollongong Wolves were 
kitted out by Umbro, but as 
from this season ‘Valsport’ 


The great St George 
Budapest Soccer Club; (at 
the time under the rein of 
Frank Arok), soon snapped 
up ‘Noddy’ and his career 
blossomed with the star-stud- 


Nigeria 3-0 in the Final 
played at Port Of Spain. 
France’s victory sur- 
prised many following the 
fact that Nigeria had previ- 
ously defeated France 2-1 
in their Opening Group 
match of the 
Championships in 
Trinidad and Tobago, 
France’s goals came 
from Pongelle 34th, Le 
Tallac S3rd and Pietre 
80th, 
Pongelle ended as the 
Championships _ historic 
top goalscorer with nine 
goals and is already being 
hunted by Liverpool from 
England. 


E Bas sl 
FLORENT SINAMA 
PONGELLE: Scored 
first goal for France in 
the Final. 


late last 
announced it had secured a 
two year naming sponsorship 
deal with the publicly listed 
electronics Company, 
‘Strathfield Car Radios’. 
It’s believed that United’s 
major sponsorship contract 
with ‘Strathfield’ is the 


largest in the history of 
Newcastle whilst playing in 
the NSL. The deal involves a 
six figure sum for each of the 
two years. 


i fe 
MATTHEW BINGLEY: 
Newcastle United's new 
team captain. 


Newly signed central 


marker, Matthew Bingley was 
named as United’s new team 


hit-out played at Budgewei—has-taken-over- 


Oval last Saturday afternoon, 
defeated the Parramatta 
Power 1-0 through a goal 
scored by Daniel McBreen. 
eeee 
ARCONI last Sunday 
ight played the 
Olympic Sharks at the 
Marconi Stadium in the 
annual NSW Police Force’s 
charity match for the 
‘Carty-Forsyth Cup’. 


DYLAN MacALLISTER: 
Olympic’s strapping 
striker. 


Olympic ran out 0-1 win- 
ners through the sole goal 
scored by strapping striker, 
Dylan MacAllister, 

“The David Carty & 
Peter Forsyth Memorial 
Soccer Cup’ is staged 
annually to support the 
cause in memory of the two 
braye NSW Police Officers, 
— Constable Dayid Carty 
and Peter Forsyth-killed in 
their line of duty. 

All gate proceeds from 


“When asked how he thinks 
his side will fare this season, 
the phlegamtic Corry unhesi- 
tatingly hit back with: 

“Rest assured, we will be 
trying very hard to retain our 
League title. 

“Make no mistake about 
that,” 

For the new season Corry 
has lost valuable goalscorers 
in Matt Horsley, Scott 
Chipperfield and Petroyski 
but he was able to retain the 
services of his dynamic mid- 
fielder, Paul Reid, almost 
lost to England. 

Reid last season won 
ABSW’s ‘Player Of The 
Year’ award. 


BUDDY FARAH: 
Looking mean and 
Jean. 

Strapping stopper and 
Lebanon World Cup defend- 


this annual Cup match was er, Buddy Farah, already 


to be donated to the Police 
Legacy as well as to the 
Homicide Victim Support 
Group. 

For further information 
readers may contact: 

Inspector Doug 
McKenzie-0403 626677. 

Lee Sterrey’s Marconi 
this Friday night is away to 
the current National 
League Champions, the 
Wollongong Wolves at 
WIN Stadium down at 
Wollongong, whilst Gary 
Phillips’ Olympic Sharks 
open their season account 
this Saturday evening at 
their new homeground, 
Toyota Park, Woolooware, 
against the visiting Sydney 
United. 

ecco 

OLLONGONG 

WOLVES last 
Wednesday night staged their 
2001-02 Season Launch at 
the Wests Leagues Club in 
Unanderra, on the South 
Coast of NSW. 

Wests Leagues this season 
will be one of Wollongong’s 
‘major sponsors. 

Once again coached by 
Ronnie Corry, the National 


looks very mean and lean. 

Farah was signed from 
Marconi during the off=sea- 
son alongside his team-mate, 
mobile striker Sean Babic. 

Buddy has not given up 
hope of playing overseas and 
in fact has already been tar- 
getted by some foreign inter- 
ests. 

e000 
HE PARRAMATTA 
POWER this morning, 

(Tuesday) will be staging its 
Season Media Launch at 
Sports Central at the Fox 
Studios based at Lang 
Road, Moore Park. Sydney. 

Kick off has been set 
down at 10.30am for a 
10.45 am start. 


skipper whilst versatile League Champions of JOHN BUONAVOGLIA: 
defender, Andy Roberts, was Australia unveiled their com- One of the Power's 
installed as the Club’s captain. _pletely new playing strip for new signings. 
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By Fohn deonomos 


The Power promises a 
colourful presentation that 
will include all the new sig- 
ings made during the off- 
season. 

eo0e 

HE Olympic Sharks) 

tonight, (Tuesday 
October 2nd), also is staging 
its 2001-2002 Season 
Launch at its new home base, 
situated within the Cronulla 
Leagues Club complex. 

‘Tonight the Sharks will be 
parading its new coach, (and 
former player), Gary 
Phillips, plus all the new off- 
season signed players. Kick- 
off for tonight's function has 
been set down for 7 pm 
where all the guests will be 
wined and dined with a 
sumptuous three course din- 
ner, 

Special entertainment has 
been organised in.the form of 
a surprise, high-profiled 
Comedian, 

As well, the Sharks at this 
Season’s Launch — will 
unwrap its two new playing 
strips, emblazoned with the 
name of the team’s newly 
signed major, sponsor, The 
Bank Of Cyprus. 

Olympic Sharks’ new 
administration centre based 
within the Cronulla Leagues 
Club, has new contact num- 
bers which are: 

Telephone (9527 31 22). 

Fax (9527 3144. 


GARY PHILLIPS: 
Olympic’s newly 
“installed coach will be 
presented to the Club’s 
‘supporters tonight, 


e000 
IHE Queensland State 
Team last Saturday 
night showed splendid 
form when it defeated the 
Brisbane Strikers 2-0 at 
Perry Park. 

Coached by the astute 
Miron Bleiberg, the hungry 
Queensland side in this 
friendly hit-out was able to 
pry open the experienced 
Strikers’ defence. 

Both of Queensland’s 
goals were scored in the 
first session by 18 year old 
Eastern Suburbs’ striker, 
Shane Coffey. 


again expertly piloted Port 
Kembla through into next 
Sunday’s Grand Final when 
three minutes from the bell, 
Michael Clare scored the 
sole goal to break the dead- 


MIRON BLEIBERG: 
Coach of the 
Queensland State team. 
e000 

BS has already started 

‘work on its new pilot seg- 
ment, “Where Are They 
Now?’. 

This most nostalgic seg- 
ment will be serialised by 
SBS over the coming weeks 
on its Sunday morning pro- 
gramme, ‘On The Ball’. 

This special series will 
trace the whereabouts of 
some of our very special for- 
mer Australian International 
players. 

Already ‘in the can’, SBS 
has compiled packages on 
the former great goalkeeper, 
Ronnie Lord, which SBS 
screened last Sunday morn- 
ing. 

The great Lord made his 
indelible mark in the 50s and 
60s playing for the now 
defunct Club, Prague. 

Lord was a powerful and 
dynamic goalkeeper who 
patrolled his ‘box’ like a 
hungry prowling caged Lion. 

Also ‘in the can’, SBS 
tracked down former 
Australian World Cup strik- 
er, Adrian Alston, 

Alston migrated to 
Australia from England 
where he played with Preston 
NE. 

Nicknamed ‘Noddy’, 
Alston’s first burst on the 
Australian scene with South 
Coast United in 1969. 


(U11's & U/12's 


Jock; 


ded Sydney. Club. 
Alston, despite being a 
highly gifted ‘dribbler’, 
scored a large majority of his 
goals with headers. 

With St George ‘Noddy’ 
very soon broke into the 
Australian team and was a 
member of the historic 1974 
squad that made it to the 
World Cup Finals. 

In 1975 Alston transferred 
back to English club side 
Luton Town but a year later 
went to the USA to play in 
the NASL with Tampa Bay 
Rowdies. 

Today, (and for the past 15 
years), Alston, with wife 
Doreen, live at Unanderra on 
the South Coast of NSW, 


es 
~ ADRIAN ALSTON: 

Former Australian 
World Cup goalscorer. 


Since retiring a8*a player, 
‘Noddy’ has remained most 
active in Soccer, having 
coached the top side on the 
NSW South Coast, Port 
Kembla in the Illawarra 
Premier League over the past 
10 years with outstanding 
success. 

Last Sunday in the 
Illawarra Final, Alston once 


Canterbury-Marrickville Olympic 
SUPER CADETS/YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


(U/13's > U/17’s) 


FOR SEASON 2002 


Alston’s Port Kembla 
team now faces Coniston this 
Sunday in the Grand Final to 
be battled out at Crehan 
Park, Cringilla: 
e000 

'WO COACHES will be 

making their senior 
coaching debuts for the 
new NSL Season. 


MITCH D'AVRAY: The 
Perth Glory’s new, Head 
coach. 


Mitch D’Ayray will be 
the ‘driver’ of the Perth 
Glory, having takenoyer 
from Bernd Stange, whilst 
Gary Phillips takesover the 


Olympic Sharks from 
Branko Culii 
@ 

ORAN MATIC, 


Adelaide City’s con: 
tently hard, but most suc- 
cessful taskmaster, since he 
started his illustrious coach- 
ing career in the NSL in 
1986, has been in charge of 
no less than 427 games, the 
bulk of them with the ‘Black 
and Whites’. 

Matic later had short stints 
with Collingwood — then 
Marconi, before returning 
‘home’ to Adelaide City, 


DATES: 


Sunday 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th October 2001 


VENUE: 


Henson Park, Marrickville. 


TIME: 


9.00AM — 12.00PM 


ENQUIRIES: 


Laki Konistis (Club Administrator), 


04111-91815. 


Fiat Grade & Ul19% 2 Players Welcome ... 


The all-time NSL coach- 
ing record is still barely 
held by Frank Arok, for- 
merly of St George, 


Marconi, South Melbourne 
and the Morewell Falcons’, 
who had racked up 429 
matches, 


ZORAN MATIC: Set to 
break the all-time 
coaching record. 


By Round 3 of the new 
NSL Season, Matic. will 
have cracked Arok’s long- 
standing milestone, 

Matic to date has won 
three National League 
Championships plus three 
NSL Cups. 

eo0e 
ALGOWNIE 
RANGERS, from the 


DOUGIE UTJESENOVIC: 
Former Australian 1974 
World Cup defender. 
Illawarra Premier League, 
are holding their Presentation 
Night on Friday October 

12th, 

Coach Jock Morlando, the 
former tough Wollongong 
Wolves’ great, was able to 
steer his young Balgownie 
team in its first year in the 
Premier League to finish 
their season in a most cred- 


itable fifth spot. 
However a__ gallant 
Balgownie ultimately dipped 


‘out in the semis, losing out 
on a penalty shoot-out 
against fourth —_ placed 
Cringilla. 

Balgownie Rangers holds 


the prestigious honour of 
being the oldest surviving 
active Club in Australia. 

Special guest at 
Balgownie’s Presentation 
evening will be the former 
International and member of 
the elite Australian 1974 
World Cup team, Dougie 
Utjesenovic. 

The ball-playing 
Utjesenovic played for the 
great St George Budapest 
side of the 70s as libero, but 
for Australia’s World Cup 
team he operated as a cul- 
tured overlapping right full- 
back. 

eoce 
HE NSL will stage its 
Season Launch tomor- 


GEORGE SOURIS: 
Wollongong Wolves’ 
new captain. 


Take The Next Step: 


a 


By John Economos 


row, (Wednesday) morn- 
ing, on the edge of Sydney’s 
picturesque Harbour at 
Luna Park, Milsons’ Point. 

All NSWs based NSL 
captains will be present 
with their respective coach- 
es to be introduced to the 
print and electronic mem- 
bers of the Media. 

After a short press con- 
ference kicking off at 10.30 
am, attending guests will 
straddle the fun fair’s 
Dodgem Cars to race-out 
their pre-season frustra- 
tions. 

e0ee 

IMY PATIKAS, the 
former dynamic attacking 
international midfielder, dur- 
ing his colourful career 
scored many exciting goals 
for club and country, but 

never a hat-trick. 

But during his retirement, 
‘Zorba’ in seeking to remain 
involved in Australian 
Soccer through the coaching 
field, has of late scored a 
strange, but certainly frus- 
trating ‘hat-trick’. 


In less than 12 months, 
Patikas had accepted no less 
than three coaching positions 
at three different clubs. 

Jimmy had shaken hands 
to terms with three different 
clubs over three different 
periods. 

But all three coaching 
positions blew up in his face. 

In all three cases, the com- 
mittees he agreed terms with, 
either were sacked by their 
members, retired or some- 


JIMMY PATIKAS: An 
unenviable ‘hat-trick’, 


ABSW (&3 


The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


“That's given me an unen- 
viable ‘hat-trick’ of some 
sort which I certainly don’t 
relish,” Patikas laughingly 
was overheard ‘to say last 
week, 


how replaced, leaving Jimmy 
‘stranded down the wicket’. 

The clubs involved have 
been Canterbury 
Marrickville Olympic, St 
George and lately Dulwich 
Hill in the NSW Super 
League. 


The ROCKDALE CITY 
SUNS Soccer Club 


(“The Club of the Future”) 


The above club is seeking Qualified Coaches for 
the 2002 Season in the 
following grades: 
Under 21s, Under 18s 
(Super League) on 
Under 13s, 14s, 15s, 16s (Youth) 
Under 11s and Under 12s (Cadets) 


PLAYERS 


are also required for all teams. 


The Club is also holding a Coaching Academy 
Sundays (9.00am) and Thursdays (6.50pm) 
Starting from Sunday 23rd September 2001 


If interested, please contact the club’s new 
Coaching Director Bill Pilovski on 0402 415 496 


Or the Club Secretary Mendo Cklamovski 
on 0419 287 907 


Send applications by 12 October Z001 
to PO Box 95. ROCKDALE. NSW. 2216 


Be At Toyota Park, 
When All The Action Kicks Off. 


SOCCER CLUB 


Main Game Kicks Off at 7.30pm 
Youth League Kicks Off at 5.00pm 


TOYOTA PARK: Captain Cook Drive, WOOLOOWARE. 
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performance in their historic match 

against the ShanXi Guoli Football 
Club in Xian, China last Saturday. In front 
of a crowd of 15,000, Victoria dominated 
for much of the game before going down 
2-1 at the final whistle. 

After taking an early lead in the 10th 
minute, Victoria conceded an equaliser in the 
15th minute to go in all locked up at half 
time, An own goal in the 5Sth minute gave 
the lead to ShanXi Guoli, who defended 
grimly to hold out Victoria, who created 
many opportunities and peppered the home 
team’s goal. 

All Victorian play- 
ers contributed to a 
great team effort, 
inspired by a coura- 
geous captain's perfor- 
mance from Henry 
Velkovski, who 
received a nasty stud 
wound in the 2nd 
minute, but returned to 
the field after treat- 

Jean Paul 
era play out the iKkiiesovie 

Victoria took the lead when Terry 
Antoniadis slotted home a Jimmy 
Latinopoulos cross in the 10th minute. The 
home team equalised in the 15th minute and 
whilst Victoria attacked consistently through- 
out the rest of the first half, the score line at 
the end of the first half was 1-1. 

ShanXi Guoli started well in the second 
half, however they were fortunate to take the 
Jead after an own goal was conceded in the 
55th minute. The Victorian team dominated 
the last 20 minutes of the game and were 
unlucky not to score again, after creating 
many excellent opportunities. 


T= Victorian State Team put a good 


The performance of the team was 
acknowledged by a standing ovation from the 
home crowd, who appreciated the attacking 
flair shown by Victoria in a game played in 
great spirit. 

Whilst conceding that a win would have 
been a fitting reward for a quality perfor- 
mance, coach Harry Chalkitis was proud of 
the display shown by his team, against a full 
time professional opponent with four 
Brazilian imports. 

The visit to China for this game was the 
first time a Victorian team had travelled over- 
seas and the goodwill generated by the tour is 
Sure to result in future invitations. The team 
Teturns to Melbourne on Thursday, 4 October, 
arriving at 6 am. 


‘The touring party are as follows: 
Harry Chalkitis (Coach) 
Mustafa Pestalic (Goalkeeper Coach) 


Peter Groidis (Altona East Phoenix) 
Nick Tsaltas (Port Melbourne Sharks) 
Alfonso Opazo (Heidelberg United) 
Danny Gnjidic (Bulleen Zebras) 
Jimmy Latinopoulos (Bulleen Zebras) 
Jean Paul Knezevic (Port Melbourne 
Sharks) 
Mile Medjedovic (Heidelberg United) 
Jim Kourtis- Goalkeeper (Heidelberg 
United) 
Henry Velkovski - Captain (Green Gully 
Cavaliers) 
Juan Carlos Nilo (Bentleigh Greens) 
Ross Antoniadis (Altona East Phoenix) 
Doug Mladenovic (Bentleigh Greens) 
Eric Vassiliadis (Heidelberg United) 
‘Zoran Todorovski (Altona Magic) 
Chris Emsovski (Preston Lions) 
Terry Antoniadis (Altona East Phoenix) 


__ IN TYNAN-EYRE CUP 


By Bert van Bedaf 


here was thunder 

and there was light- 

ning, but there were 
no pyrotechnics on the 
field. 

Melbourne Knights cap- 
tain-coach Andrew Marth 
won the Tynan-Eyre Cup for 
his team 43 with the last 
penalty of the shoot-out 
against South Melbourne 
after a scoreless 90 minutes 
at Bob Jane stadium last 
Sunday. 

The Knights deserved 
their victory. They were a 
more aggressive and cohe- 
sive side in an otherwise 
modest display from both 
teams, which will need much 
polishing for the opening of 
the NSL season next week. 

It was not a riveting cup 
encounter from either of 
Melbourne's two remaining 
NSL clubs. Rather, the 
Knights proved the better of 
two ordinary performers. 

Cup organisers did away 
with the golden goal in extra 
time of ten minutes each 


Way, when thunder and light- 


ning announced a pending 
storm. 

Tt duly bucketed down 
minutes before the penalty 
shoot-out, which was decid- 


Knights had surrendered a 
two-penalty advantage and 
South had hauled the score 
back to 2-2. 

Daniel Vasilevski and Joel 
Porter had given the Knights 
a firm lead. Knights keeper 
Martin John blocked the 
penalties of Peter Buljan and 
Steve Panopoulos. 

Joe Bacak pegged a penal- 
ty back for South and 
Knights midfielder Andy 
Vargas blasted his spot-kick 
over the bar. 

Cameron Pino drew level. 
Rody Vargas put the Knights 
again in the lead, but Patrick 
Kisnorbo coolly put the pres- 
sure back on the Knights. 

Marth relished the 
moment. Unblinkingly, he 
put his penalty past South 
keeper Chris Jones to win the 
cup for the Knights. 

The Knights had the better 
chances throughout and 
should have creamed South 
within the regulation 90 min- 
utes, 

Marth hit the top of the 
crossbar and far post after 12 
minutes from a Joe Tricarico 
lay-off, setting the tone for 
the more attacking Knights 
against a less organised 
South. 

Newly signed midfielder 
Boris Ovein hit the far-post 


ed with the last kick after the 


with a right-foot shot after 22 
minutes and —_ forward 


ENGLAND UNVEILS 


ngland's Football 

Association has set itself the 

target of winning the 2007 
Women's World Cup. Their Talent 
Development Plan also points out 
that ‘identification and deyelop- 
ment of female players’ is a vital 
area. 

Okay. - perhaps actually taking out 
the world championship in that short 
atimeframe is rather a lofty ambition, 
but at least they have set real plans to 
get_themselves back to the top 
eschalons of international football. 

England, traditional home of foot- 
ball, has been out of the top flight for 
some time, their appearance in this 


. year's European Championship finals 


tournament their first outing in a 
major event since the 1995 World 
Cup. Back then, they finished a cred- 
itable 7th, good enough to get them 
through to the Atlanta Olympic 
Games. But England cannot itself 
compete at the Olympics, only Great 
Britain can, and this arguably repre- 
sented a major stumbling block to 
their progress at a time when they 
were up there with the best. 

Now they have put their money 


behind reaching the intended out- 
come in 2007 with what is perhaps 
the finest national squad setup in the 
world. Now that the AIS program 
here in Canberra is no longer a cen- 


tralised program that is. 
Earlier this month, the FA 
launched the National Player 


Development Centre, a centralised 
fulltime training program for its top 
young female footballers. It is the 
first ever centre for males or females 
in Britain fully funded by the FA, and 
is based at Loughborough University, 
also working in partnership with the 
Institute of Youth Sport. 

America may have long been the 
most successful country in women's 
soccer, but the sheer number of col- 
lege teams that exist means that there 
are some fantastic setups, but also 
many not so good coaches and pro- 


grams. 

Keeping the players in England by 
providing a top notch program also 
means that they can be closely moni- 
tored, and will be readily available 
for international matches. 

‘Nineteen players aged between 16 
and 21, all current internationals at 


NEW PROGRAM 


Mia Hamm: Top American 
Soccer Star. 


either senior, U18 or U16 level, make 
up the first intake of a three-year 
scholarship. Each year, another fif- 
teen players will be selected. The FA 
will coyer the costs of all tuition, 
coaching and accommodation. 

‘The Centre will provide top quali- 
ty coaching staff and facilities, athlete 
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support (eg sports psychology, nutri- 
tion, lifestyle management), plus 
each player will also undertake 
school or further education as as 
essential second part of the program. 
National Coach Hope Powell will 
oversee the Centre. 

With England's goals longer term 


rather than rash immediate demands, ~ 


assembling the best young players 
and grooming them with the highest 
standards of training, technical sup- 
port, and life skills in a fulltime pro- 
fessional environment makes for an 
exciting team in the future. These are 
skills most effectively taught and 
received with younger athletes. 

There is a variety of student 
accommodation on-site, and players 
can choose to undertake their studies 
in any number of fields on offer at 
Loughborough University, 
Loughborough College of Further 
Education, and nearby Burleigh 
Sports College. 

The FA's full backing of the game 
stands not only at the elite level. 
Women's football in England is cur- 
rently the fastest growing sport, 
thanks largely to the FA's commit- 
ment at the grassroots level. 

Figures released two months ago 
by the FA demonstrate that women’s 
football has now almost overtaken 
netball as the number one female par- 
ticipation sport. 55,000 girls regular- 
ly play football, a number which is a 
mere 2,000 below the total of regis- 
tered netballers, the traditional 
schoolgirl sport. 


Tricarico struck the crossbar 
after 55 minutes in a lively 
display that will offer the 
Knights the option of three 
strikers for the season. 
Tricarico also had a close- 


range attempt in the 50th 
minute that Jones did well to 
save. His best chance came 


Ivan Jolic: “We are 
buzzing.” 


in the 68th minute, when he 
down-headed a cross from 
Daniel Vasilevski, which 
went wide and should have 
hit the target. 

Vasilevskio, who trialed in 
Denmark, said afterwards he 
would be st@Ying at the 
Knights for the season. 

South created few 
chances. New signing Buljan 
should have been more alert 
and accurate with a half yol- 
ley that went well over the 
bar after 20 minutes from a 
long ball forward by Steve 
losifidis. 

South's major signing 
Bacak, back from overseas, 
attempted a strike, from out- 
side the box, which Knights 
defender Steve Horvat 
deflected for a corner, 

Knights wide midfielder 
Ivan Jolic was upbeat about 
his team’s performance. 

“We're buzzing. We went 
to Vietnam for two weeks 
and we got our fitness, play- 
ing and training in 38 
degrees heat,” Jolic said. 

“We showed against 
South that our quality of fit- 
ness was exceptional. But 
how no matter much we like 
to have won the Tynan-Eyre 
Cup, next week (start of NSL 
season) is what it’s all 
about,” Jolic said. 

“Everyone worked hard 
tonight. We're helping € 
other out. Everyone keeps 
going and keeps fighting. We 
could have been two or three 
goals up at half time,” 
Vasileyski said. 

Knights assistant coach 
Luciano Trani said Tricarico 
could be good for “ten goals” 
during the season, even 
though the Knights will rely 


on Porter and Toto DaCosta 
as their main strikers, 

“He's got it in him to fin- 
ish things, off, but his timing 
is a little out at the moment, 
Once he gets his confidence 
up, I think he’ll be good for 
ten goals this season,” Trani 
said, = 
“There will be occasions 
when we'll go with three 
strikers and Joe 
(Tricarico) could be play- 
ing in a wide role either 
side of Porter or Da 
Costa,” he said. 

The Knights travel to 
Newcastle on Friday for 
| their opening NSL game. 
South coach Eddie 
Krncevic said he wasn’t 
reading too much into the 
game but conceded that 
his midfield had let him 
down. 
“We weren't happy with 
the first half. I thought we 
played better in the sec- 
ond half. We lacked 
aggression in midfield 
(without Zeljko Susa, 
gone oyersegs, David 
Clarkson, injured and out 
for the season, and cap- 
tain Paul ‘Trimboli, 
injured). We need to work 
on the midfield,” Krncevic 
said. 

The Knights played close 
to a full strength side. 
Missing were Da Costa, 
struggling will a leg injury, 
and Jo€ Rahjer, who gashed 
his knee during a pre-season 
match last week. 

South expects to have 
Trimboli in the side on 
Sunday against Perth Glory. 
While Buljan tried hard but 
did not quite impress, 
South's third signing 
Clayton Bell was left on the 
bench. South signed AIS 
player Ray Sekuloyski, who 
came on for Nick Tolios, 
-during the weekend, 


ABsw (S) 


BSW in conjunction with 
Dendy Films Pty Ltd, 
will treat some of our lucky 
readers to go and see the very 
soon-to-be released English 
comedy film, ‘Purely 
Belter’. 
This is a Soccer film that 
should not be missed, a 


movie made to be enjoyed by 
all Soccer fans. 
This competition is 


restricted only in the City 
centres of Adelaide, 
Brisbane, Canberra, 
Melbourne and Sydney, at 
the Cinemas specified at 
the base of the Coupon, 

This special promotional 
offer is not refundable, 
transferable or redeemable 
for cash, and is NOT valid 
for any of the Saturday ses- 
sions, after 6pm. 

Each lucky winner will 
receive two complimentary 


Adult tickets through the 
mail. 

These tickets are valid to 
see ‘Purely Belter’ from 
October 11th, (in Brisbane- 
from October 18th). 
Saturday sessions after 
6pm are excluded. 

Entering our wonderful 
Soccer movie Competition is 
dead easy. 

All our readers have to do, 
is to fill out the lucky 
Coupon below very clearly 
with full details requested. 
(Print Only). 

It’s most essential that 
your correctly filled out 
Coupon reaches the offices 
of ABSW at Marrickville, 
no later than Noon, Friday 
5th October through the 
mail, 

Photo-copies, or hand 
delivered Coupons, will 
automatically be excluded 


from our draw. 

Be the guests of ABSW 
and Dendy Films to go with 
your partner and enjoy this 
most hilarious English movie 
about two die-hard, but pen- 
niless Newcastle United 
young supporters, (Sewell 
and Gerry), dreaming up 
schemes of how to score 
expensive Season Tickets to 
see their beloved Newcastle 
led by Alan Shearer. 


The Film 

Amid all the special 
effects and finely-worded 
public relations brochures, 
‘once in a while there comes 
along a real good movie that 
suddenly makes you sit up 
and pay attention. One of 
such movies is PURELY 
BELTER. 


This down-to-earth, 


British flick produced by 


Gerry (left) and Sewell, the two young English Soccer fans who form the story 


of ‘Purely Belter’. 


P.O. BOX 155, Marrickville. NSW. 1475. 


Name (BLOCK LETTERS) . 


Film Four and set on the 
Tyneside in England, tells— 
the story of two starry-eyed 
young lads who are soccer- 
crazy but quite daft. 

As with a lot of kids their 
age who come from deprived 
homes, Gerry (Chris Beattie) 
and Sewell (Greg McLane) 
have a dream of getting sea- 
son tickets to watch their 
beloved Newcastle United 
football club. It looks certain 
to remain just that — a 
dream — because tickets 
cost 500 Pounds each and 
both lads don’t even have a 
dime to their names. 

From wading — through 
foul-smelling mud on the 
banks of the Tyne in search 
of scrap to sell for money — 
a bad idea which is immedi- 
ately dropped — to the even- 
tual nefarious schemes such 
as stealing from shops and 
seeking charity by pretend- 
ing to be blind, the search for 
cash goes on in laboured 
stages. 

Meanwhile, back home, 
Gerry and Sewell live out 
their far-from perfect lives. 
For Gerry particularly, there 
are mountains of problems at 
the place called home. There 
is a sick mother (Charlie 
Hardwick) and a single-par- 
ent sister (Tracy Whitwell), 
who is struggling to bring up 
a baby, named Sheara after 


the famous Newcastle United 
captain. 

Then in the background 
Jooms a drunken, estranged 
father (Tim Healy) who is so 
violent and mixed-up that the 
city’s social services have to 
keep relocating the family 
every month in order to keep 
away from his reach. 
Somehow, which no one ever 
teally finds out how, he also 
keeps finding them. 

Obviously, this is no aver- 
age middle class sit-com, but 
the writer and director, Mark 
Herman (also of Brassed Off, 
Little Voice fame) puts in a 
whole heap of humour which 
succeeds in reducing the 
gloom surrounding everyone 
of the characters. 

The principal characters, 
Gerry and Sewell are perfect 
for the roles they play and 
there’s a fine performance 
also from Keyin Whately, of 
Auf Wiedersehen, Pet and 
Inspector Morse series. Here, 
he appears as Mr Caird, 
Gerry’s teacher. HE is well- 
blessed in his ability to be 
cynical as a teacher, 

Even the great Alan 
Shearer makes an appearance 
as the great Alan Shearer, 
though there is little chance 
he will be getting an Oscar 
nomination from his part in 
the movie. 

All-in-all, Purely Belter 


leaves you with an inner sat- 
isfaction of sorts that you 
have seen nearly-true replay 
of everyday life in England’s 
Soccer-crazy inner cities, as 
well as the pains, joy and 
emotions of being a Soccer 
fan, 

Enter now our competi- 


tion by sending in your 
Coupon this week. 

Hurry to win your dou- 
ble cinema -passes to see 
‘Purely Belter’. 

A remindex that this 
competition closes Friday 
October 5, 2001. 


HAJDUK WANDERERS 
SOCCER CLUB 


| HEAD COACH: Tommy McCulloch | 


Under 19's 
Under 21’s 
1st Grade 


Sunday 7th and 14th October 2001 


10.00am 
12.00pm 
12.00pm 


All trials to be held at Hajduk Stadium 


|COACHES WANTED | 
FOR UNDER 11’S AND 12’S 
SUPER CADETS 


Must have Youth licence but preferred Senior licertee 
Fax details to Secretary on; 9609 6696 


For Further Information Ring 


Charles Abditla 
0416 171 896 or 9637 1607 


FEATURING A SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE BY 
NEWCASTLE UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB’S ALAN SHEARE 


“eke RIC 
CINEMA. 


H, MOVING AND- INVENTIVE 


ONE FROM THE HEART.” werwaoe 


“JAM PACKED WITH BELLY LAUGHS AND FULL 
TO THE BRIM WITH FEELGOOD COMEDY.” wo. 


Address: 


AN IRRESISTIBLY CHEEKY BRITISH COMEDY 
FROM THE DIRECTOR OF “BRASSED OFF” & “LITTLE VOICE” 


PurelyBeiter 


IS SO FANTASTICALLY BRILLIANT IN FACT, IT DEFIES DEFINITION 
@s UKTV 2 onwdendy.comaulpurelybelter er EE «=D 
IN CINEMAS FROM OCTOBER 11 (OCT 18 - BRIS) 


" Please fill out this coupon clearly in block letters and mail to the above address, 
_ marking your envelope: 


| Competition closes by Noon, Friday, October 5, 2001. Winners will receive 
‘two (2) tickets to ee the new movie ‘Purely Belter’, courtesy of ‘ABSW" and 

‘Dendy Films! at the following theatres: 

| ADELAIDE: Palace Nova Eastend Cinema. BRISBANE: Dendy 

- Cinemas. CANBERRA: Ronin Cinemas. MELBOURNE: Kino, Village 

af lassic Cinemas. SYDNEY: Dendy Opera Quays, Dendy 

more Orpheum and Roseville Cinemas. 
1 Saturdays are excluded. 
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“Good Soccer Australia 


Dear Sir, 

T was thrilled to no end last week to 
read that Soccer Australia had called the 
bluff of the so-called big European clubs 
threatening to spoil our fun by scuttling 
the eagerly-awaited friendly international 
against France, 


In the words of Ian Holmes, “We have 
tried to fit this match in during a break in 
the international calendar (no Premier 
League fixtures scheduled for the week- 
end of the France friendly due to the 
World Cup qualifiers in Europe). 

“The English clubs can’t come and rape 
and pillage here and not expect that there 
are going to be some complications when 
our team plays, certainly at home”. 

Good talk, Holmesy! These so-called 
big clubs really think the whole world is at 
their beck and call to treat as they like. It’s 
all fine and good when they come calling 
and lure our players away to much-touted 
lucrative contracts, but itis always a tug of 
war when these same players are needed 


to serve their fatherland. 

Now Arsene Wenger and Arsenal have 
taken the situation to a different and 
frightening level with all these threat 
of a coordinated player-boycott. 
Why on earth can’t the “precious” 9 
Arsenal players come down here 
when there will be no games in 
Europe at that particular 
time? 

Tt is even more annoy- 
ing the proposal Jate last 
week by these clubs, suggesting that the 
match be moved to somewhere in Europe. 

It shows a total lack of respect for the 
fans in Australia who have spent so much 
and endured huge expectations for this big 


Dear Sir, 

Tam writing about the state of youth 
soccer in Victoria. I am a passionate 
Victorian Soccer fan and I'm disap- 
pointed that there will not be a 
Souther National Youth League this 
season. Everything was great up till 
now, 

A Victorian club won the 
Championship last season — 
Melbourne Knights — and the next sea- 
son what happens? There is no Youth 
League. I’m sure there are heaps of tal- 
ent in Victoria to get a competitive 
Teague happening in Victoria. 

One reason that clubs from the 
Victorian Premier League don't enter 


Dear Sir, 
In the past, the shed has been a place 
for all Aussie males to visit when trying 
to relax and forget about worries from 
nagging wives. Maybe that was why the 
divorce rate was lower those days. 
Nowadays, men still visit the shed for 
the same reasons, only 
now instead of fiddling 
with tools, we sing in a 
merry mood as we sup- 


SORRY STATE OF 
VIC YOUTH SOCCER 


teams into to the NYL is the affiliation 
fees. Not all the clubs in Victoria are 
financially-stable to enter a team. 
Secondly the timing of the season. 

‘The NYL starts-off in summer and 
muns into the VPL season. For teams 
with Réserves in the VPL and a youth 
team, now there won't be any NYL 
there for the players. All the players 
play in the reserves and seniors and 
there ain’t enough boys to play in the 
NYL. 


‘There surely is ‘enough talent around 
Victoria to have a Youth League this 
season. 


Burim Sulemani 
Dandenong South, VIC 


IN PRAISE OF 
THE SHED 


Our voices our only toys. 


We sing and dance to our teams 
delight, 

The opposition get a terrible fright, 

But the Glory boys are alright, 

We are not interested in a fight. 


We leave that to our 
team, 
The Perth Glory, that's 


port our soccer teams. right. 
Here at So come on 
Perth Glory, down and 
we are join us 
known as the LS tonight, 
shed support- G —™ s SRY To watch 
ers. I will Perth Glory 
like to sug- is a beautiful 
gest that sight. 
every club in the NSL has a shed area And when it’s allover and the day is 
for their supporters. It’s a great male- done, 
bonding place for all men to experience. We'll know that we had fun, 
Below is my poem for our shed: For the Glory boys are who we are, 
You'll find us under an old tin shed, Shining brightly in the WEST, like a 
Where the amber fluid is what we are __ star, 
fed, Paul Bottari, 
a We call ourselves the Glory boys, Yokine, WA. 
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game. Methinks, the importance of such a 
game goes much more beyond monetary 
considerations, and these big clubs 
should get it in their heads that Aussie 
fans want to see their beloved 
Socceroos LIVE here in 
Melbourne. 
Ttis heartwarming to see Soccer 
Australia stand its ground in 
this most-crucial of matters 
as it will go a long way in 
shaping its relationship 
with troublesome European clubs in 
future, 
Yours In Soccer, 
Martin O’Donaghue 
Kimberley Park, QLD 


Australian captain, Paul Okon who 
has fallen out of favour at English 
side, Middlesbrough. 


WHAT’S UP 
WITH OKON? 


Dear Sir, 
I was quite alarmed to learn that 


_ Australia’s skipper, Paul Okon is now lan- 


guishing in the reserves at his English 
side, Middlesbrough. It doesn’t bode well 
for his career and also clearly puts his 
international credentials under serious 
threat. 

I don’t exactly know what the problem 
is, but it looks like Okon’s plight started 
with the coming of new coach, Steve 
McClaren. The new Bopp boss clearly has 
other ideas about how he wants the team 
to look like and I’m afraid, Okon does not 
feature in his plans. 


and come out from the under the shadow 
of ex-coach Terry Venables and the great 
Sir Alex Fergusson — who was his boss 
at Manchester United, 7 

My advice for Okon is that if he still 
remains sidelined by Christmas, he must 
start talking seriously with other clubs, He 
really needs to get some action under his 
belt if he is to retain his position as 
Australia’s captain. 

As things stand now, he should count 
himself extremely lucky to start for the 
Socceroos when they regroup in 
November for the do-or-die showdown 
against South America. 


Since coming to Boro, McClaren has  Languishing in the reserves is NOT the 


embarked on a spending spree which saw 
him bringing in about six players from 
abroad as well as other English sides. 

A typical Pom that he is, he obviously 
believes the players who fought tooth and 
nail to keep the club in the premiership 
last season, will only be good enough for 
another relegation dogfight. 

He wants to make a name for himself 


Dear Sir, 

For many untold years, the AFL, 
Rugby League and Union have been 
heavily dependent on finding new talent 
in the countryside. 

‘The Brisbane Broncos, for instance, 
have at least one qualified staffer travel- 
ling country Queensland in search of 
new talent. The great Wendell Sailor 
was discovered in this way, as one 
amongst many others. 

With soccer however, until about 
2Oyears ago, there wasn’t much of it 
played in rural Australia. This no longer 
the case now and the great Leo 
Baumgartner was spot on when he said 
country-based soccer players are too 
good to be overlooked anymore. 

Unlike most of the people who run Oz 
Soccer however, Baumgartner is no soc- 
cer iliterate. The self-important people 
who run Oz Soccer should heed 


Oz Soccer needs 
country touch 


best way to prepare for the South 
Americans and the earlier Okon sits down 
with McClaren to iron out his future at the 
club, the better for Australia’s World Cup 
hopes. His present situation is simply not 
acceptable to all Aussies. 
Your truly, 
Owen McInnerney, 
Mascot, NSW 


Leo Baumgartner; Wants more 
attention devoted to country- 
based soccer talent. 
Baumgartner’s advice. It could prove 
vital assuming that they have more than 

a passing interest in Oz soccer. 
Yours In Soccer, 
: R. Melor, 
= Bondi, NSW. 


ABsw (S) 


Knights retain stadium but fancy « move 


By Bert van Bedaf 


he Melbourne 

Knights will stage 

their home games at 
Somers St this season, fol- 
lowing last-minute approval 
by Soccer Australia, but 
Knights Stadium won't 
remain the Sunshine club’s 
home ground for long if club 
directors have their way. 
Channel Seyen’s Colonial 
Stadium is a fancied alterna- 
tive, 

Knights Stadium witnessed 
scenes of violent conduct dur- 
ing last season’s finals match 
against Perth Glory and the 
Knights were heavily fined as 
well told to upgrade stadium 
security or no matches would 
be held there, 

‘The Knights own their sta- 
dium, which is a purpose-built 
soccer yenue. Tt has an under- 
cover grandstand that seats 


Harry Mrksa: Knights 


president. 

more than 3000 spectator 
has the Melbourne’s city sI 
line as a backdrop and offers 
corporate and media facilities. 
Tt was a drive-in theatre 
before it became a soccer 
ground, and is valued at any- 
thing between $4 and $5 mil- 
lion as a development site. 
Club directors believe it’s time 
to cash in and move on. 


It 


aston Ciry tin 
@ SOCCER CLUB Ny, 


Ist Grade 
21/9/01 — 6.50pm at 
JENSEN PARK 
U19 — Tuesdays, Fridays 
6.50pm at 


O’NEILL PARK 
Cooper Rd, YAGOONA 


YOUTH 8 CADETS 
= ‘THE CUBS’ 


Every Wednesday 
UI 1's, U12’s, UL3’s — 5.45pm 
U14’s, U15’s & U17’s — 7.15pm 


O’NEILL PARK 
Cooper Rd, YAGOONA 


FOR INFORMATION 
— Seniors — 
Ring Mick 0407 754 705 
- Youth League — 
George Fernandez 9825 3518 


“Thanks to the NSL 
Commission Knights 
Stadium remains the 
home of the Melbourne 
Knights; at least for the 
short term,” Knights 
@} director Alen Rados said. 

“We got the green light 
after a series of improve- 
ments to crowd control 
and changes to match- 
day security operations, 
which means home 
games can be held at 
Knights Stadium. 
However, the club is con- 
tinuing with its push to 
stage games at Colonial 
Stadium this season,” he said. 

“All Melbourne Knights 
home matches this season 
have been confirmed at 
Knights Stadium, with a 
7.30pm Saturday evening 
kick-off, except for our Round 
20 scheduled home match 
against Perth Glory,” Knights 
general manager Robert Hrzic 
said. 

“The venue for the Glory 
game is yet to be confirmed. It 
is subject to discussions 


between Melbourne Knights 


KNIGHTS 
STILL WANT 
SAKTI 


By Bert van Bedaf 


elbourne 
Knights are still 
hopeful of sign- 


ing Indonesian captain 
Bima Sakti, although the 
midfielder’s club 
Makassar is asking an 
“excessive” transfer fee. 
Sakti, 27, is keen to come 
to Australia and has agreed 
personal terms with the 
Knights. It is now a matter 
of coming to an agreement 
with his club. “The club is 
asking for a lot of money,” 
Knights 
Andrew Marth said. 
Marth saw Sakti-play in 
Vietnam, when the Knights 
were touring, and believes 
the midfielder would be the 
ideal successor to the 
departed Lubo Lapsansky 
as his team’s playmaker. 
Knights team manager 
John Sigur might fly to 
Tndonesia this week to see if 
a last-gasp bid might not 
pursuade Makassar. He said 
the club might try and get 
their man on loan. A release 
would be possible in “mid- 
October”, Sigur said. 


and Soccer Australia officials. 
The club considered. staging 
the match in Perth but the idea 
was rejected the NSL 
Commission. We are now 
seeking an altemative venue 
possibly in regional Victoria,” 
he said. 

Hrzic also indicated the 
club might play the game in 
Tasmania or the Northen 


Territory to “help promote the 
club and the game in general”. 

Apart from entertaining the 
idea of staging a few games at 
Colonial Stadium, long-term 
the Knights are seriously con- 
sidering moving their entire 
senior operations away from 
Somers St and moving into a 
more suitable location, which 
offers public transport, better 


surroundings in a less industri- 
al area. 

One of the possibilities is 
the Footscray Football Club 
oval in Melbourne's wesiem 
suburbs. It was briefly used as 
a soccer venue by now defunct 
NSL club Melbourne Zebras 
(then known as Pumas) six 
years ago. 


Ironically, the  Zebras 


moved from the Footscray 
Oval to Knights stadium and 
later moved to Olympic Park 
before being axed from the 
NSL in 1996. The Knights 
tried Olympic Park and found 
it to be unpopular, settling for 
ahome at Somers St, which no 
longer sounds so permanent. 


George Cattanach (left) with the award of Best Pasar is congratulated by Soccer Canberra president 
Steve Doszpot, after Juventus won ACT Premiership Grand Final. 


Eastern Suburbs Soccer Football Association, in pdttnership with Northern Spirit Football Club, is 
inviting players to trial for Super Youth League teams for Season 2002. 


We have now entered a new era and a new agreement with Northern Spirit whereas players from 
the Eastern Suburbs, now have a direct pathway from Junior football to Senior football via Super 
Youth League, National Youth League, and National Soccer League: 


We have appointed a Director of Coaching, and highly qualified coaches and assistant coaches to 
all your Youth teams, as well as a specialist Goalkeeper coach, and we believe we have created a 
professional environment for our players to develop to their full potential. 


TRIAL DATES AND TIME 


Fitzgerald Avenue, Pagewood 


Under 11 & 12 
Under 14 
Under 15 & 17 


9.00am till 11.00am 
1.00pm 
1.00pm till 3.00pm 


11.00am till 


Saturday October 13 at Heffron Park, 


All enquiries can be directed to the E.S.S. 


NSL FINAL WINNER 2001/02 


Sydney United 


or to Charlie Davidson on 0402 407 638 
Any changes to venue or times will be posted on the ESSFA web site www.essfa.com 


Northern Spirit 


‘Olympic Sharks 


Brisbane Strikers 


Wollongong Wolves: 


‘Adelaide City Force 


Newcastle United 


South Metbourne 


Kingz FC 


Melbourne Keights_ 


.. office during office hours on phone 9663 1600 


Available at all TABs, PubTABs, 
ClubTABs, PhoneTAB on 136 337, 
and on the Net. 


Let's play 


au 
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- Cosmos’ demise leaves 
Canberrans “upset and angry” 


By Graham Cooke 


most bizarre weeks in the histo- 

ry of the National League, 
Canberra Cosmos were finally 
counted out of the competition 
when their two day-old chairman, 
Bill Bariamis, resigned saying “it is 
time to put the poor old Cosmos to 
rest”, 


[ what must rank as one of the 


At week’s end there was still talk 
in some quarters of a legal challenge 
to the decision not to include the club 
in the 2001-02 season, announced by 
Soccer Australia last week, but with 
Bariamis and the proposed sponsor, 
Union Financial Services, gone the 
club do not have the financial 
resources to mount a case. 

On Thursday there had been an air 
of reckless brayado about the 
Cosmos as officials went ahead with 
a season launch function at Bruce 
Stadium in defiance of the SA ruling. 


Yet a matter of hours later the 
players were told they were free 
agents and coach Leon Gardikiotis 
said he was returning home to 
Sydney. 

‘These surreal state of affairs left 
the Cosmos with a series of unwant- 
ed firsts in NSL history. They now 
hold the record for the two shortest 
reigns by coaches in the competition 
— Antonio Alzamendi and 
Gardikiotis were in office for about 
one month each and neither took 
charge for a competitive game — and 
the shortest spell in office by a chair- 
man, with Bariamis nominated to the 
board early in the week, named as 
chairman on the Wednesday before 
quitting on the Friday. 

His parting comments that the 
clubis demise ‘was just a hiccup’ and 
that he would be back bidding for a 
new franchise next year, were greeted 
with outrage by the Cosmos’ support- 


ers. 
“T will work for National League 


Soccer here in the future, as long as 
that man is not involved,” was a fair- 
ly typical comment. Another said 
supporters who had stayed loyal to 
the club over six hard years in the 
NSL were now being treated with 
contempt. 

Soccer Canberra president Steve 
Doszpot said he was sceptical of any 
plan by Bariamis to retum. He was 
also ‘upset and angry’ at the way the 
Cosmos had carried on their affairs in 
the last few weeks without consulting 
Soccer Canberra who remained the 
major shareholder in the club. 

‘The collapse has left the Cosmos 
players stranded with little hope of 
finding another NSL club in the last 
week before the season begins. Their 
best hope probably lies with teams 
preparing for the NSW Premier 
League competition, among then 
Belconnen Blue Devils who have still 
not finalised their squad, 

By the end of the week there were 
reports of a consortium of Canberra 


area business people who would bid 
to put the national capital back into 
the NSL in the 2002-03 season. An 
anonymous spokesman said around 
$1 million would be raised locally, 
with another $4 million coming from 
an ‘overseas organisation’, 

However, after a month of similar 
promises from Bariamis and the 
United States-based Union Financial 
Services, most Canberra commenta- 
tors were treating the report with a 
healthy dose of salt. 

While Soccer Australia will cer- 
tainly want to retum to an even num- 
ber of teams at the earliest possible 
moment, there is no guarantee they 
would come knocking on Canberra’s 
door. 

There remains the possibility of a 
second club being reestablished in 
Adelaide, or another in Perth. There 
is also a case for a third club in the 
soccer stronghold of Victoria. 


Steve Doszpot, Soccer Canberra president 
unhappy with the manner of Cosmos’ collapse. 


cither team. 


DEVILS UNVEIL 
LYONS, KEMP 


By Graham Cooke 


lhe latest signings 

for Belconnen 

Blue Devils, for- 
mer Canberra Cosmos 
players Stephen Kemp 
and Shane Lyons, both 
played in the pre-season 
practice game with the 
Australian Institute of 
Sport, Lyons scoring in a 
3-3 draw. 

Steve Lee and Steve 
Lazzari were the Devils’ 
other scorers in a seesaw 
match that ended with a 
late AIS equaliser. 

‘This brings the number 
of players contracted to 
Belconnen to seven — 
including five who played 
in the NSL last season, A 
large group continues to 
trial and coach Lino 
Fiorese admitted the task 
of choosing from an abiin- 
dance of talent was diffi- 
cult. “P've got a few hard 
days ahead of me,” he 

= | said. 


By Tim Caimakamis 


eweastle United 
entertained 
Parramatta Power at 


the Budgewoi Soccer 
Complex on the Central 
Coast, grounding out a 1-0 
victory. 

In perfect conditions, the 
‘small crowd witnessed a good 
hitout for both clubs, their 
final game before next week- 
end’s NSL kick-off, 

Power coach, David 
Mitchell was however satis- 
fied with the match and the 
performance if not the result, 
“Tis better we lose now and not 
next week”, stated Mitchell. 
“Last year we were undefeated 
in our trial matches and then 
went on to lose the first two 
matches of the competition”, 
said Mitchell. 

A tough match saw most of 
the play stuck in midfield as 
both teams employed a 3-5-2 
formation, which virtually 
cancelled out each other in 
terms of space on the park. 
Under David Mitchell's stew- 
ardship, the Power are aiming 
for a higher level of football 
this season, with a short pass- 
ing game and an emphasis on 
possession with Lubo 
Lapsansky directing play. 


Yan Crook's United played a 
more direct style of play and 
with their new signings (and a 
wealth of experience), they 


lan Crook: 
United coach. 


will be hard to beat as was evi- 
dent in Saturday’s match. 

Parramatta had the better of 
play carly missing to golden 
Opportunities from in front of 
goal. With a lot of possession, 
the Power were dominating 
and could have taken the lead 
but for the determination of 
United’s central defender Scott 
Baillie. 

With further chances not 
capitalised by Parramatta, it 
Kept United on track and in the 
game. As their confidence 
grew, United pressed forward. 
In the 33rd minute, United 
counterattacked and a length 
of the field interplay down the 


right by Robbie Middleby and 
Joel Griffiths resulted in 
Griffiths finally chipping the 
ball to the near post for 
Middleby to nod the ball just 
wide, the most exciting move 
of the match. 

In the 44th a thru ball for an 
advancing Matthew Bingley 
saw him chip the advancing 
keeper with the ball flying just 


high over the bar. Then in the 
last minute of the first half, 
United scored the winning 
goal. 

Again from the right, 
Middleby crossed the ball 
deep into the box finding 
Bingley past the far post, 
Bingley cleverly nodded the 
ball back into the centre for an 
unchallenged Daniel McBreen 


to head into from inside the six 
yard box, 

Having to play catch-up 
football in the 2nd half, the 
Power were guilty of trying to 
force the issue instead of their 
usual slow build up. With the 
Power strikers being nullified, 
United were able to absorb the 
play in the middle of the park 
with few chances on goal for 


United’s shutout —_ of 
Parramatta was impressive 
considering their frailties last 
year, and will be difficult to 
beat, especially whep in the 
lead, this season, 

Mitchell believes that both 
teams are however stronger 
than last season and will both 
perform better. Ian Crook, 
United’s coach is under man- 
agement instruction not to 
comment. 


DANDENONG WINS APPEAL 


By Bert van Bedaf 


andenong Thunder won their 

Jappeal against expulsion from 

the Victorian Soccer Federation 
last Thursday night and will play in 
division one of the State League next 
‘season, 

But Dandenong did not get off lightly. 
It paid $10,000 for its gross misde- 
meanors and was put on a five-year, good 
behavior bond. 

It was fined $5,000 and also paid a 
$5,000 bond on charges of “misconduct”. 
‘The club pleaded guilty to the charges. 

The VSF Tribunal initially expelled 
Dandenong from the VSF. The federa- 
tion's Appeals’ Tribunal dismissed the 
expulsion and imposed the fines. 
Dandenong did not make an appearance 
before the Tribunal, but it was present at 
the appeal hearing. 


Players and officials of victorious Gunghalin Juventus celebrating their ACT Grand Final win over 
Canberra Deakin penultimate Sunday, 
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The club was charged with misconduct last season. It also appeared before the 


and crowd disturbances during its last 
game in the Victorian Premier League 
against Heidelberg United on July 15. 

Players wore black balaclavas when 
they entered the field. After a team photo- 
graph was taken, they discarded the face 
wear, Dandenong supporters also let off 
firecrackers and flares on the ground and 
the club was consequently expelled from 
the federation. 

Dandenong spokesperson Jim Rexhepi 
said the club had appealed successfully 
against expulsion. 

“We won the battle. We're staying in 
the federation. We won the appeal,” 
Rexhepi said. 

“We got fined, but we had to be fined. 
‘That's what happens when you make a 
mistake. We pleaded guilty (to the 
charges).” he said. 

Thunder has faced three misconduct 
charges in the Victorian Premier League 


VSF tribunal after disburbances at games 
against Fawkner (where supporters invad- 
ed the pitch and it was fined $200) and 
against Bulleen (where supporters 
wrecked ground property and the club 
was fined $400 and told to pay Bulleen for 
damages). 

“We expect the club to take more 
responsibility regarding crowd behavior 
(of its supporters),” VSF chief executive 
Geoff Miles said. “The fines are a clear 
message to the club in relation to the con- 
trol of its supporters.” 

‘The club finished second last and was 
relegated back to the State League after a 
single season in the VPL. 

But Thunder manager Elmazi Sam 
vowed to appeal against relegation on 
technical grounds, threatening to take on 
the VSF in the Supreme Court. This will 
‘now not eventuate, 


GO AGAIN! 


@ Five Pages of 2001 National Soccer 
League previews, analyses and fix- 
tures start here. 


The 24th National Soccer League kicks- 
off around the nation this weekend,as 12 
teams commence hostil in a bid to take 
away the NSL trophy from two-time champi- 
ons, Wollongong Wolves. 

Over the next seven months, the 13-team 
league — depleted by the last-minute culling 
of Canberra Cosmos — will witness a total 
of 156 games leading into the Finals series, 
from which a champion will emerge from 
the dust. 

To provide an insight into the excitement 
as it builds-up, ABSW examines the 
strengths and outlook of all the teams. 
Special attention will go to the off-season 
movements as well as all their expectations 
as the big kick-off approaches. 


By Allan Crisp 


yen the most-ardent of the 

| Pim City Force faithful 
‘will be hard-pressed to 
recognise the new look team coach 
Zoran Matic will field this season. 
Gone are last year’s captain 
Aurelio Vidmar, and ace striker 
Claudio Pelosi, along with Italian 
imports Gianluca Lagati and Fabrizio 
Bucciarelli, while Brad Hassell is 
embroiled in a contract dispute 
which, if not resolved amicably, 


sharpened the reflexes of the eager 
‘Adelaide players in their whirlwind 
preseason campaign. 

Matic, never one to utter rash pre- 
dictions, is noncommittal about his 
team’s chances, as indeed he was 
when he guided Adelaide City to 
NSL championships in 1986, 1992 
and 1994. 

This season much will depend on 
how quickly the newcomers adjust to 
the conditions and how long it takes 
for the changed structure of the unit 
to jell. 

‘The demise of Canberra Cosmos, 


could see him leave the club. which was to have been City’s first 
Experience abounds among the home opponent, will allow 
departing group, but Matic has filled adelaide’s walking wounded extra 


the gaps with, relatively unknown (in 
Australia) experienced players from 
abroad in former Polish professional 
sweeper Greg Lewandowski and 
Yugoslav defender Petar Cestic. 

Other newcomers to City are 
young Kiwi international midfielder 
Jeff Campbell and Brazilian striker, 
Alex Moreira. 

Back home, a game-a-day tourna- 
ment against Sydney United, Port 
Melbourne Sharks and Adelaide 
Olympic at Thebarton Oval further 


Pa) PRIMED 


ANID R/ADY/ 


rehabilitation time. 

Young tyros Lucas Pantelis, Louis 
Brain, Mario Karlovic and Adriano 
Pellegrino have the talent and the 
desire to succeed on the bigger stage 
and could be called up for midfield 
duty, while scoring revelation Scott 
Tunbridge will be expected to contin- 
ue his great markmanship of the pre- 
vious season. 

New captain Carl Veart and former 
Melbourne Knights champion Ante 
Kovacevie will shoulder the leader- 


By Richard Kreider 


espite the revised 2001-02 draw not 
De any favours in Perth Glory’s 

opening fixtures, their coach Mich 
d’Avray remains extremely confident of a 
profitable 2001-02 season following a suc- 
cessful pre-season campaign and despite 
long-term injuries to a couple of key play- 
ers, 

Perth play South Melbourne, Marconi 
Stallions, Wollongong Wolves and Kingz FC 
in the first four rounds but that has not dulled 
d’Ayray’s approach to the forthcoming sea- 
son. 

“T can’t praise the players attitude enough 
during the pre-season,” said d’Avray last 
week at the end of an impressive unbeaten 
three-match series against NSL side Northern 
Spirit. 

‘The results were two 1-0 victories to Glory 
in Perth and a 0-0 draw in Kalgoorlie. 

“We played 270 minutes against a team 
who I believe will be in the top-six and didn’t 
concede a goal,” said a delighted d’Avray. “I 
consider that a big plus, since we haye still got 
the likes of Jamie Harwell waiting in the 
wings.” 

Harnwell injured shoulder ligaments dur- 
ing the second-half of a friendly, Glory cap- 
tain Gareth Naven (groin) is almost certainly 
likely to miss the opening rounds as is Ljubo 
Milicevic (knee) and PJ Roberts (ankle) and 
Nick Mrdja (knee). 

The injuries to key defenders has meant the 
likelihood of the club signing 22-year old 
Brazilian triallist Miro on a short term basic, 
after impressing with his pace and no- non- 
sense approach. 

“He’s a boy that has never been out of his 
country before. He doesn’t speak English has 
had to learn a new culture and has even had to 
conform to a new playing system, said 
d’Avray. 

“Miro’s keen and has pace, which gives us 
that extra option.” 

‘The only major signing the Glory made 
during the off-season was that of the 
Wollongong Wolves skipper Matt Horsley. 

The club also secured the services of mid- 
fielder Michael Garcia early last week. 
Garcia played for the Glory in 1998/99 before 
seeking a career overseas. He trialled at 
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English side Barnsley only to sustain what 
proved to be a persistent ankle injury before 
he had a chance of making an impression. 

“L had a rough two years,” said Garcia. 
With his dreams shattered, Garcia found him- 
self back in the Perth State League following 
a stint in Singapore, 

Glory has also signed a number of talented 
youngsters including tall AIS defender David 
Tarka, diminutive striker Andreas Oliviera, 
creative midfielder Antonio Naglieri and sur- 
prise improver, right wing-back Todd 
Hamwell, “He’s a 
nuggety little lad 
who works hard up 
and down the pitch. 
He has pace, 
gets in good posi- 
tions and always 
puts in 110% 
effort, like his 
brother Jamie,” 
said d’ Avray. 

“We have been 
working hard to — jyatt Horsley: 


shut people down @yp sory. 
asigyimiibeiall ceo eres 


back, but we still need to learn to keep hold of 
the ball a bit longer,” he said. 

Meanwhile, d’Avray believes New 
Zealand side Kingz will be the ones to watch 
this season. “I think it is going to be very 
competitive when it comes to the final make 
up of the top-six. 

Like his coach, skipper Gareth Naven is 
equally optimistic of his team performing 
well. “The players appear to be more organ- 
ised under Mich,” said Naven. 

“Tt had been a bit ‘off-the-cuff’ in recent 
seasons, but We are more structured this time 
around,” he said. 

“] think the supporters will see a team that 
will go out there week in and week out and do 
their best for the club. We are not too con- 
cemed about other top-six contenders, our 
main concem is to make sure we are fully 
focussed on what we have to do,” ended 
Naven. 


ARRIVALS: Miro, Matt Horsley, David 
Tarka, Andreas Oliviera, Antonio Naglieri, 
Todd Hamwell. 

DEPARTURES: 
Robbie Trajkovski 


Kasey Wehrmann, 
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Leaps ahead 
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Alex Moreira: Vital addition to 
the Force. 

ship duties this season and continue 

to lead by example. 

Former Socceroo Veart has high 
hopes of City’s young stock, issuing 
particular praise to Fyfe, Pellegrino 
and Mario Karlovic, who impressed 
during the South Pacific tour. 

On the debit side, Veart regrets 
losing Vidmar, Pelosi and Hassell. 
“Personally, I'm very disappointed 
that Viddie and the club couldn’t 
come to some sort of an agreement,” 
Veart lamented. 


ABSW @&} 


TELAT Adelaide City stort afresh without Vidmar 


“No club can afford to lose players 
of the quality of Aurelio Vidmar, 
because he was a great leader as well 
as a great player with our club.” 

Club CEO Jeff Widera believes 


“Adelaide should emerge as a finals 


candidate. “I think we will be more 
than competitive,” he predicted. 

“Out kids are gobd and the pre- 
season preparations have been excel- 
lent.” poss 

After 11 successive seasons of 
contesting the finals, City missed the 
glory section of the competition last 
season. 

Being absent from the top six after 
such a lengthy rut of success was a 
bitter pill to swallow, Absence makes. 
the heart grow fonder and creates a 
stronger motive to again be active at 
the business end of proceedings. 


ARRIVALS: Jeff Campbell, Matt 
Kemp, Alex Moreira, Greg 
Lewandowski, Petar Cestic. 

DEPARTURES: Aurelio Vidmar, 
Claudio Pelosi, Gianluca Lagati, 
Fabrizio Bucciarelli. Brad Hassell (in 
dispute). 


Matchday Sponsor: Wests Illawarra 


Wollongong Wolves 


versus Marconi Stallions 


Friday 5th October at WIN Stadium, kick off 7:30pm 


Youth Game kick off at 5.00pm, gates open at 4.00pm 
Wollongong Toyota Wolfchase at main game half time 
Unitech Roo Ball, Coniston vs Balgownie, Thirroul vs Corrimal 
After match presentation at Wests Illawarra at 10.155m 


WESTS 


Illawarra 


Southcoast | § 
T 


WIN 


ELEVISION 


198 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — OCTOBER 2, 2001 cn 


12 


| Round 1 w/e 7th October 2001 


|FRI 05-10-01 
FRI 05-10-01 
|FRI 05-10-01 
SAT 06-10-01 
SAT 06-10-01 
SUN 07-10-01 


Wollongong Wolvesvs Marconi Stallions 7.30pm 
Newcastle United vs Melbourne Knights 7.30pm 
Brisbane Strikers vs Kingz FC 7.00pm 
Olympic Sharks vs Sydney United 7.30pm 
Parramatta Power vs Northern Spirit 7.30pm 
South Melbourne vs Perth Glory 6.00pm 
Adelaide City Force v Bye 


Round 5 w/e 4th November 200 


FRI 02-11-01 
FRI 02-11-01 
SAT 03-11-01 
|SAT 03-11-01 
SAT 03-11-01 
SUN 04-11-01 


Wollongong Wolvesvs Kingz FC 

Adelaide City Forcevs Newcastle United 

Perth Glory vs Sydney United 

Brisbane Strikers vs Northern Spirit 7.00pm 

Olympic Sharks vs Parramatta Power 7.30pm 

South Melbourne vs Melbourne Knights 6.00pm 
Marconi Stallions v Bye 


7.30pm 
8.00pm 
7.00pm 


Round 9 w/e 2nd December 2001 


Kingz FC 

Perth Glory 
Marconi Stallions 
Brisbane Strikers 


FRI 30-11-01 
|SAT 01-12-01 
|SAT 01-12-01 
|SAT 01-12-01 
SUN 02-12-01 
|SUN 02-12-01 


vs Northern Spirit 7.30pm 
vs Parramatta Power 7.00pm 
vs Newcastle United 7.00pm 
vs Olympic Sharks 7,00pm* 
Sydney United vs Melbourne Knights TBA 

South Melbourne vs Adelaide City Force 7.00pm 
| Wollongong Wolves v Bye 


Round 13 w/e 6th January 2002 


|FRI 04-01-02 
|FRI 04-01-02 
SAT 05-01-02 
SAT 05-01-02 


Wollongong Wolvesvs Northern Spirit 
Kingz FC vs Olympic Sharks 
Perth Glory vs Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Stallions vs South Melbourne 7.00pm 
SAT 05-01-02 Melbourne Knightsvs Parramatta Power 7.30pm 
|SUN 06-01-02 Sydney United vs Adelaide City Force TBA 

| Newcastle United v Bye 


7.30pm 
7.30pm 
7.00pm 


Round 17 w/e 3rd February 2002 


FRI 01-02-02 
FRI 01-02-02 
SAT 02-02-02 
SAT 02-02-02 
ESAT 02-02-02 
ESAT 02-02-02 
| 


Wollongong Wolvesvs Newcastle United 7.30pm 
Adelaide City Forcevs Parramatta Power 8.00pm 
Olympic Sharks vs Northern Spirit 7.30pm* 
Brisbane Strikers vs Melbourne Knights 7.00pm 
Marconi Stallions vs Sydney United 7.00pm 
Perth Glory vs Kingz FC 7.00pm 


JFRI 01-03-02 
| FRI 01-03-02 
FRI 01-03-02 
ISAT 02-03-02 
|SAT 02-03-02 
|SAT 02-03-02 


Wollongong Wolvesvs Olympic Sharks 7.30pm 

Kingz FC vs Melbourne Knights 7.30pm 

Newcastle United vs South Melbourne 7.30pm 

Brisbane Strikers vs Adelaide City Force 7.00pm 

Marconi Stallions vs Parramatta Power 7.00pm 

Perth Glory vs Northern Spirit 7.00pm 
Sydney United v Bye 


Round 25 w/e 3ist March 2002 


| THU 28-03-02 Wollongong Wolvesvs South Melbourne 7.30pm 
JFRI 29-03-02 Kingz FC vs Adelaide City Force 7.30pm 
SAT 30-03-02 Marconi Stallions vs Brisbane Strikers 7.00pm 
|SAT 30-03-02 Melbourne Knightsvs Northern Spirit 7.30pm 
|SAT 30-03-02 Perth Glory vs Olympic Sharks 7.00pm 
SUN 31-03-02 Sydney United vs Newcastle United 4.00pm 
Parramatta Power v Bye 


WIN Stadium 
Marathon Stadium 
Ballymore Stadium 
Toyota Park Cronulla 
Parramatta Stadium 
Bob Jane Stadium 


WIN Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Perth Oval 
Ballymore Stadium 
Toyota Park Cronulla 
Bob Jane Stadium 


Ericsson Stadium 
Perth Oval 
Marconi Stadium 
Ballymore Stadium 
Sydney United SC 
Bob Jane Stadium 


WIN Stadium 
Ericsson Stadium 
Perth Oval 
Marconi Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Sydney United SC 


WIN Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Toyota Park Cronulla} 
Ballymore Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Perth Oval 


WIN Stadium 
Ericsson Stadium 
Marathon Stadium 
Ballymore: Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Perth Oval 


WIN Stadium 
Ericsson Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Perth Oval 
Sydney United SC 
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|SUN 10-02-02 


Round 2 w/e 14th October 2001 


FRI 12-10-01 Northern Spirit vs Newcastle United 7.30pm 

FRI 12-10-01 Kingz FC vs South Melbourne 7.30pm 

SAT 13-10-01 Parramatta Power vs Wollongong Wolves 7.30pm 

SAT 13-10-01 Perth Glory vs Marconi Stallions 7.00pm 

SAT 13-10-01 Melbourne Knightsvs Adelaide City Force 7.30pm 

SUN 14-10-01 Sydney United vs Brisbane Strikers 4.00pm 
Olympic Sharks v Bye 


Round 6 w/e 10th November 2001 i 


FRI 09-11-01 Adelaide City Forcevs Wollongong Wolves 8.00pm 

FRI 09-11-01 Newcastle United vs Olympic Sharks 7.30pm 

FRI 09-11-01 Northern Spirit vs South Melbourne 7.30pm 

FRI 09-11-01 Parramatta Power vs Brisbane Strikers 7.30pm 

FRI 09-11-01 Melbourne Knightsvs Marconi Stallions 7.30pm 

FRI09-11-01 Sydney United vs Kingz FC 7.30pm 
Perth Glory v Bye 


Round 10 w/e 9th December 200198 


FRI 07-12-01 Adelaide City Forcevs Marconi Stallions 8.00pm 
FRI 07-12-01 Newcastle United vs Perth Glory 7.00pm 
FRI 07-12-01 Northern Spirit vs Sydney United 7.30pm 
|SAT 08-12-01 Brisbane Strikers vs Wollongong Wolves 7.00pm 
SAT 08-12-01 Olympic Sharks _ vs South Melbourne 7.30pm 
SAT 08-12-01 Parramatta Power vs Kingz FC 7.30pm 
Melbourne Knights v Bye 


Round 14 w/e 13th January 2002 


FRI 11-01-02 Kingz FC vs -Brisbane Strikers 7.30pm 
FRI 11-01-02 Northern Spirit vs Parramatta Power 7.30pm 
SAT 12-01-02 Marconi Stallions vs Wollongong Wolves 7.00pm 
SAT 12-01-02 Perth Glory vs South Melbourne 7.00pm 
SAT 12-01-02 Melbourne Knightsvs Newcastle United 7.30pm 
|SUN 13-01-02 Sydney United vs Olympic Sharks TBA 
Adelaide City Force v Bye 


Round 18 w/e 10th February 2002 


FRI 08-02-02 Kingz FC vs Wollongong Wolves 7.30pm 
|FRI 08-02-02 Northern Spirit vs Brisbane Strikers 7.30pm 
FRI 08-02-02 Newcastle United vs Adelaide City Force 7.30pm 
}SAT 09-02-02 Melbourne Knightsvs South Melbourne 7.30pm 
SAT 09-02-02 Parramatta Power vs Olympic Sharks 7.30pm 
Sydney United vs Perth Glory TBA 
Marconi Stallions v Bye 


Round 22 w/e 10th March 2002 


| Northern Spirit vs Kingz FC 
Newcastle United vs Marconi Stallions 
Adelaide City Forcevs South Melbourne 
Parramatta Power vs Perth Glory 
Olympic Sharks vs Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knightsvs Sydney United 
Wollongong Wolves v Bye 


SAT 09-03-02 
SAT 09-03-02 
ISAT 09-03-02 


LT: 
ed Sy Soccer 


North Sydney Oval 
Ericsson Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 
Perth Oval 

Knights Stadium 
Sydney United SC 


Hindmarsh Stadium 
Marathon Stadium 
North Sydney Oval 
Parramatta Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Sydney United SC 


/ 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Marathon Stadium 
North Sydney Oval 
Ballymore Sfadium 
Toyota Park Cronulla 
Parramatta Stadium 


Ericsson Stadium 
North Sydney Oval 
Mafconi Stadium 
Perth Oval 
Knights Stadium 
Sydney United SC 


Ericsson Stadium 

North Sydney Oval 
Marathon Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium [i 
Sydney United SC 


North Sydney Oval 
“Marathon Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 
Toyota Park Cronulla 
Knights Stadium 
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mc 


Round 3 w/e 21st October 2001 


FRI 19-10-01 Wollongong Wolvesvs Perth Glory 7.30pm 
FRI 19-10-01 Adelaide City Forcevs Northern Spirit 8.00pm 
FRI 19-10-01 Newcastle United vs Parramatta Power 7.30pm 
SAT 20-10-01 Marconi Stallions vs Kingz FC 7.00pm 
SAT 20-10-01 Olympic Sharks vs Melbourne Knights 7.30pm 
SUN 21-10-01 South Melbourne vs Sydney United 6.00pm 
| Brisbane Strikers v Bye 


Round 7 w/e 18th November 2001. 


WED 14-11-01 Olympic Sharks vs Adelaide City Force7.30pm 

SAT 17-11-01 Wollongong Wolvesvs Sydney United 6.30pm 

SAT 17-11-01 Perth Glory vs Melbourne Knights 7.00pm 

SAT 17-11-01 Marconi Stallions vs Northern Spirit 7.00pm 

SAT 17-11-01 Brisbane Strikers vs Newcastle United 7.00pm 

SUN 18-11-01 South Melbourne vs Parramatta Power 6.00pm 
Kingz FC v Bye 


Round 11 w/e 16th December 2001 


FRI 14-12-01 South Melbourne vs Brisbane Strikers 7.30pm 
FRI 14-12-01 Kingz FC vs Newcastle United 7.30pm 
SAT 15-12-01 Perth Glory vs Adelaide City Force 7.00pm 
SAT 15-12-01 Marconi Stallions vs Olympic Sharks 7.00pm 
SUN 16-12-01 Sydney United vs Parramatta Power TBA 

TUE 18-12-01 Wollongong Wolvesvs Melbourne Knights 7.30pm 


Northern Spirit v Bye 


Round 15 w/e 20th January 2002 


FRI 18-01-02 Wollongong Wolvesvs Parramatta Power 7.30pm 
ERI 18-01-02 Newcastle United vs Northern Spirit 7.30pm 
FRI 18-01-02 Adelaide City Forcevs Melbourne Knights 8.00pm 
SAT 19-01-02 Brisbane Strikers vs Sydney United 7.00pm 
SAT 19-01-02 Marconi Stallions vs Perth Glory 7.00pm 
SUN 20-01-02 South Melbourne vs Kingz FC 7.00pm 


Olympic Sharks v Bye 


Round 19 w/e 17th February 2002 


FRI 15-02-02 Kingz FC vs Sydney United 7.30pm 
ISAT 16-02-02 Wollongong Wolvesvs Adelaide City Force 6.30pm 
SAT 16-02-02 Olympic Sharks vs Newcastle United 7.30pm 
SAT 16-02-02 Brisbane Strikers vs Parramatta Power 7.00pm 
SAT 16-02-02 Marconi Stallions vs Melbourne Knights 7.00pm 
SUN 17-02-02 South Melbourne vs Northern Spirit 7.00pm 
Perth Glory v Bye 


Round 23 w/e 17th March 2002 


FRI 15-03-02 Wollongong Wolvesvs Brisbane Strikers 
FRI 15-03-02 Kingz FC vs 
SAT 16-03-02 Marconi Stallions vs 
SAT 16-03-02 Perth Glory vs 
SUN 17-03-02 South Melbourne vs 
SUN 17-03-02 Sydney United vs 


7.30pm 
Parramatta Power 7.30pm 
Adelaide City Force 7.00pm 
Newcastle United 7.00pm 
Olympic Sharks 6.00pm 
Northern Spirit 4.00pm 


Melbourne Knights v Bye 


VYW7TAS 


‘OF AUSTRALIA 


WIN Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Marathon Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Toyota Park Cronulla 
Bob Jane Stadium 


Toyota Park Cronulla 
WIN Stadium 

Perth Oval 

Marconi Stadium 
Ballymore Stadium 
Bob Jane Stadium 


Bob Jane Stadium 
Ericsson Stadium 
Perth Oval 
Marconi Stadium 
Sydney United SC 
WIN Stadium 


WIN Stadium 
Marathon Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Ballymore Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Bob Jane Stadium 


Ericsson Stadium 
WIN Stadium 

Toyota Park Cronulla 
Ballymore Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Bob Jane Stadium 


WIN Stadium 
Ericsson Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Perth Oval c 
Bob Jane Stadium 
Sydney United SC 


Round 4 w/e 28th October 2001 


FRI 26-10-01 Newcastle United vs Wollongong Wolves 7.30pm 

FRI 26-10-01 Northern Spirit vs Olympic Sharks 7.30pm 

FRI 26-10-01 Kingz FC vs Perth Glory 7.30pm 

SAT 27-10-01 Parramatta Power vs Adelaide City Force 7.30pm 

SAT 27-10-01 Melbourne Knightsvs Brisbane Strikers 7.30pm 

SUN 28-10-01 Sydney United vs Marconi Stallions 4.00pm 
South Melbourne v Bye 


Round 8 w/e 21st November 2001 


WED 21-11-01 Adelaide City Forcevs Brisbane Strikers 8.00pm 

WED 21-11-01 Northern Spirit vs Perth Glory 7.00pm 

WED 21-11-01 Olympic Sharks vs Wollongong Wolves 7.30pm 

WED 21-11-01 Parramatta Power vs Marconi Stallions 7.30pm 

WED 21-11-01 Melbourne Knightsvs Kingz FC 7.30pm 

WED 21-11-01 South Melbourne vs Newcastle United 7.30pm 
Sydney United v Bye 


Round 12 w/e 23rd December 2001 


FRI 21-12-01 Adelaide City Forcevs Kingz FC 8.00pm 
FRI 21-12-01 Newcastle United vs Sydney United 7.30pm 
FRI 21-12-01 Northern Spirit vs Melbourne Knights 7.30pm 
SAT 22-12-01 Brisbane Strikers vs Marconi Stallions 7.00pm 
SAT 22-12-01 Olympic Sharks vs Perth Glory 7.30pm 
SUN 23-12-01 South Melbourne vs Wollongong Wolves 7.00pm 
Parramatta Power v Bye 


Round 16 w/e 27th January 2002 


FRL 25-01-02 Kingz FC vs 
JFRI 25-01-02 Northern Spirit vs 
ISAT 26-01-02 Parramatta Power vs 
SAT 26-01-02 Melbourne Knightsvs 
SUN 27-01-02 Perth Glory vs Wollongong Wolves"7.00pm 
SUN 27-01-02 Sydney United vs South Melbourne TBA 
Brisbane Strikers v Bye 


Round 20 w/e 24th February 2002 


FRI 22-02-02 Northern Spirit vs Marconi Stallions 
FRI 22-02-02 Newcastle United vs Brisbane Strikers 
FRI 22-02-02 Adelaide City Forcevs Olympic Sharks 
SAT 23-02-02 Melbourne Knightsvs Perth Glory 

SAT 23-02-02 Parramatta Power vs South Melbourne 
SUN 24-02-02 Sydney United 


Marconi Stallions 7.30pm 
Adelaide City Force 7.30pm 
Newcastle United 7.30pm 
Olympic Sharks 7.30pm 


7.30pm 
7.30pm 
8.00pm 

7.30pm 

7.30pm 

vs Wollongong Wolves TBA 
Kingz FC v Bye 


Round 24 w/e 24th March 2002 


FRI 22-03-02 Newcastle United vs Kingz FC 7.30pm 
FRI 22-03-02 Adelaide City Forcevs Perth Glory 8.00pm 
SAT 23-03-02 Parramatta Power vs Sydney United 7.30pm 
SAT 23-03-02 Olympic Sharks vs Marconi Stallions 7.30pm 
SAT 23-03-02 Brisbane Strikers vs South Melbourne 7.00pm 
SAT 23-03-02 Melbourne Knightsvs Wollongong Wolves 7.30pm 
Northern Spirit v Bye 
Round 26 7th April 2002 
‘SUN 07-04-02 Northern Spirit vs Wollongong Wolves 3.00pm 
‘SUN 07-04-02 Adelaide City Forcevs Sydney United 2.30pm 
SUN 07-04-02 Parramatta Power vs Melbourne Knights 3.00pm 
‘SUN 07-04-02 Olympic Sharks vs Kingz FC 3.00pm 
‘SUN 07-04-02 Brisbane Strikers vs Perth Glory 3.00pm 
SUN 07-04-02 South Melbourne vs Marconi Stallions 3.00pm 


Newcastle United v Bye 
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By Arvind By Arvind Hickman 


ydney United will begin 

this season with renewed 

optimism after a disap- 
pointing end to their last cam- 
paign. 

At times, the Bravehearts flirt- 
ed with the top six but fell away 
badly towards the end of last 
season. 

United welcome back former 
champion coach Branko Culina, 
and two stars of his magical 1997 
team in Kresimir Marusic and 
Ante Milicic. Another formida- 
ble signing is 1998 World Cup 
bronze medallist Aljosa 
Asanovic, who's midfield distri- 
bution will help compensate for 
the loss of the influential Tom. 
Pondeljak. 

The additions 


of John 


DEPLETED SOUTH 
STILL IN THE HUNT 


By Bert van Bedaf 


outh Melbourne, last sea- 

son’s minor premier and 

losing grand finalist will 
have a lot to live up to this sea- 
son, but it is doubtful whether 
newly-appointed coach Eddie 
Krneevie can get his side up 
there after such a huge exodus 
of experienced players. 

When Mike Petersen left the 
coaching position at the end of 
the season to embrace the New 
Zealand Kingz, Con Boutsianis, 
‘Andy Vlahos © and Vas 
Kalegeracos joined him. 

John Anastasiadis retired. 
Goal keeper Michael Petkovic 
went on loan to Norway. Goran 
Lozanoyski went to Germany, 
Zeljko Susa has gone to Croatia 
and a serious knee injury to 
David Clarkson, who will be out 
of the game for nine months, 
constituted the final blow to 
South's pre-season woes. 


By Arvind Hickman 


arramatta Power will be 
Piss for @ top four posi- 

tion this year and have 
recruited well in the off-season. 
David Mitchell has brought into 
the squad experienced playmaker 
Lubo Lapsansky and exciting 
young striker John Buonovoglia 
to add much needed polish to their 
attack, 

The team has a young and excit- 
ing midfield with the likes of 
Ahmad Elrich, Matt Thompson, 
Brad Groves and Matt Langdon all 
J ikely to play a role. This, alongside 
the maestro Lapsansky, forms a 
very-pacey and formidable engine 
room, 
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Angelucci and Daniel Watkins 
will further bolster United’s fire- 
power, but perhaps where their 
season will be won or lost is in 
defence,which can’t boast the 
riches of talent in midfield and 
upfront. 

Culina told ABSW that this 
year’s team shouldn’t be com- 
pared with that of United’s suc- 
cessful 1996/97 era. 

“There is a lot of difference 
between this team and the 1997 
team so you can’t compare the 
two”, he said. 

“Like every other club we'll 
look to have a better one (season) 
than last season. Certainly the 
club in the off-season has 
endeavoured to try and strength- 
en the team and we will just have 
to see how much improvement 
there is in the players we've been 
able to acquire.” 


The club has signed Peter 
Buljan (Perth), Clayton Bell 
(Eastern Pride) and Joe Bacak, 
who has returned from Greece. 
Bacak will need to display all of 
his overseas experience and 
make fans forget those favorite 
sons that have gone before him. 

Softening the blow may be 
that Boutsianis might return to 
South, having fallen out with 
Petersen, and Petkovic, who 
might also be back, having had 
limited time in goal for 


Peter Buljan: New arrival. 


The defence is led by ex- 
Socceroo Alex Tobin and has the 
experience of David Barrett to draw 
upon, but has lost another young 


gun in Mark Bymes. 


‘The Power’s biggest problem last 
season was their consistency and 
coach David Mitchell believes this 
is one area that needs to improve for 


success. 


“T certainly think that the results 
we've had (last season) have been 
pretty inconsistent so we have to 
haye more consistency to be chal- 


enging up the top,” he said, 


“We hope to play some good 
football and can be one of the top 
teams in the league this year. 
Hopefully we can be in the top four 
so we can have a real good push at 


Surprise later-day 
1, Branko 
Culina. 
ARRIVALS: Michael 
Santalab, Brendon Santalab, 
Aljosa Asanovic, Ante Milicic, 
Kresimir Marusic, Daniel 
Watkins, John Angelucci, 
Michael Cunico. 

DEPARTURES: 

Pondeljak, Shane Webb. 


Tom 


Lillestroem. 

Also a major plus is the re- 
signing of the experienced 
Mehmet Durakovic. The veteran 
defender had the opportunity to 
join the Kingz for more money, 
but he opted to stay in 
Melbourne at South and for the 
benefit of his family. 

Bacak is keen to make his 
mark, having signed a one-sea- 
son contract. “If you pick a club 
in Australia (to play for), it has to 
be South Melbourne. I hope we 
have a good season and win the 
championship,” Bacak said. 

South is unlikely to win the 
title this season, but it should be 
able to make the top six and have 
a good go at it during the finals. 


DEPARTURES: — Andy 
Vlahos, Vas Kalegeracos, John 
Anastasiadis, Michael Petkovic 
Goran Lozanovski, Zeljko Susa. 


ARRIVALS: Peter Buljan, 
Clayton Bell, Joe Bacak. 


Matthew Langdon: New 


the end of the season for the grand 
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year is not only important for the 


By Glenn Davis 


new-look —_ Brisbane 

Strikers administration 

and revamped squad is 
poised to repay the faith to its 
supporters when the former 
national league champions take 
on Auckland Kings at 
Ballymore on Friday night. 

Soccer Australia originally 
expelled the Strikers for the 
2001-2002 season but the club 
was later given the licence to play 
in its own right and free of its pre- 
vious ties with the Queensland 
Soccer Federation. 

The Strikers and minor share- 
holders the QSF had been at log- 
getheads over the past two years, 
which according to Strikers coach 
John Kosmina, affected the club’s 
on-field performances. 

“The off-field politics took its 
toll on the team’s performances 
but now we're there in our own 
right and free of all that,” 
Kosmina said. 

“Tt did it two years ago and 
particularly last year when there 
was a persistent stream of nega- 
tivity about the club's future.” 

Kosmina believes the club's 
decision to become fulltime pro- 
fessionals will prove a major suc- 
cess with the squad adjusting well 
to the rigors of daily training. 

“There’s been no problems 
adjusting to full time profession- 
alism,” Kosmina said. 

“Our worst part has been in the 
past few weeks when we've been 


a bit sluggish in training. 

“But that’s because the pre- 
season had dragged out a bit and 
the players are keen to get stuck 
into the season now.” 

‘The Strikers have played seven 
pre-season matches against 
Lismore and local premier league 
clubs before going down 2-0 in 
its final hit out against 
Queensland at Perry Park last 
Saturday night. 

“The Perry Park surface left a 
lot to be desired and a ground like 
that is always a leveller,” 
Kosmina said. 

The Strikers have lost or 
released up to nine players for 
this season but it has quickly 


Jason Kearton 


filled the gapping holes with six 
new signings and await more. 

‘Two of its star signings have 
been goalkeeper Jason Kearton 
and Trajanovski while the club is 
awaiting a visa- approval for 
Scottish defender Ron 
McQuilten. 

The Scotsman, who has played 
more than 400 first division 
games, will hopefully fill the void 
left by retiring defender Glen 
Gwynne. Kearton, 32, spent eight 
years in the Premier League with 
Everton before moving to 
Division One club Crewe 
Alexandra where he has spent the 
last five seasons. 

His experience in the last line 
of defence will be invaluable to 
the Strikers who have struggled 
to replace Socceroos custodian 
Clint Bolton after his move to 
Sydney Olympic two seasons 
ago. 

Kosmina isn’t making any rash 
predictions for the upcoming sea- 
son, but a top six berth is the ini- 
tial goal. 

“Obviously top six is our ini- 
tial goal but it’s all about consis- 
tency throughout the season,” he 
said, 

“One you get into the playoffs 
we can break things down to see 
where we can best finish as the 
grand final is a lottery.” 


DEPARTURES: Wayne 
Shroj, Glen Gwynne, Jade North, 
Jeromy Harris. 5 

ARRIVALS: Jason Kearton, 
Kris Trajanovski. 


‘GENERAL LEE’ LEADS 
LEAN STALLIONS 


env feces 


Marconi Stallions are to 
make the top six. 
With the loss of seven first team 


ee Sterrey has his work 
cut out this season if the 


POWER POISED FOR TOP FOUR 


club, but also to increase waning 


su 


recruit. Joe Miller, Brendon Santalab, 
final.” Michael Santalab, Andrew Crews, 
Mitchell realises that success this Walter Ardone, Andrew Clark, 


Lachlan Campbell. 


ipport. 

“The club has been three years 
together, it’s taken a lot to get it too 
a stage where we are so we're look- 
ing for big improvements on the 
playing side and hopefully the sup- 


Blagojevic, Mark Bymes, Hamilton 
Thorpe, Joel Griffiths, Steve Berry, 


players, including regulars like 
Archie Thompson, Pan Keun 
Kim, Buddy Farah and Darren 
McDonald, Sterrey will be calling 
on a lot of his younger players to 
tise to the challenge of NSL foot- 
ball. 

The inclusion of Bob Catlin 
will add experience and 
stability between the 
sticks, while Shane Webb 
is a promising left-sided 
midfielder who featured 
more and more regularly 


for Sydney United 
towards the end of last 
season. 


‘The Marconi defence 
will ride a lot on experi- 
enced hands like Domini 


port will follow.” aces 
RRIVALS: . Angelo Costanzo, and of 
Gate sos Lapsansts: | course. the brilliant 
atthew Langdon, John Australian international 
Bounavoglia, Wayne Sullivan, Brad } “yceper Michael Turnbull 
Groves. al Turnbull 
DEPARTURES: vin However, it is in attack 


where Marconi might 
often be found wanting 
and players like Royce 
Brownlie will need to 
stand up and be counted 
after the loss of Archie 
Thompson. 

Brendon Renaud is the 


shining light in Marconi’s mid- 
field but will need support from 
the likes of John Maisano and 
Christian Care. 


Lee Sterrey 


Perhaps the biggest plus for the 
Stallions is the appointment of ex- 
Newcastle coach Lee Sterrey, who 
is the perfect ‘General’ for these 
trying times at the club. 

Sterrey is not unfamiliar to hay- 
ing little spending power and 
knows how to get everything out 
of the limited resources he has. 

Perhaps a year of rebuilding for 
a traditional NSL ‘Power’. 

ARRIVALS: Bob Catlin, 
Shane Webb. 

DEPARTURES: Archie 
Thompson, Kris ‘Trajanoyski, 
Simon Bell, Pan Keun Kim, 
Buddy Farah, Darren McDonald, 
Vlado Zoric, John Gibson. 


By Arvind Hickman 


jhe Northern Spirit have cleaned the slate 

this season welcoming no fewer than ten 

new players in their bid to capture NSL 
glory. 

Coach Mickey Hickman has stopped at no ends 
to rebuild what he hopes will be a finals contending 
‘squad, but warns that with so many changes it will 
take time, 

“Realistically if I made the (top) six I'd be very 
pleased,” he told ABSW last Sunday. 

“Considering the two seasons we’ye had previ- 
ous, and the changes that we've made... it’s going 
to take me a bit of time to get the whole lot togeth- 
er.” 

Northern Spirit have been competitive in their 
pre-season matches against the likes of current 
Champions Wollongong and Perth Glory, either 
losing by one goal or drawing. 

The promising new strike pairing of Pablo 
Cardozo and Adrian Cervinski has yet to be trialled, 
and no doubt will be the envy of most defences. 

Spirit also welcomes Julian Watt (Luton Town), 
Simon Bell and Michael Cartwright to their 
defence. 

‘Watt is an uncompromising central defender with 
ten years experience in England and has previously 
played under Hickman at Leicester City. 


By Arvind Hickman 


ickey Pettersen is the new 

coach across the Tasman 

and his influence has 
already been felt with a 'new' dis- 
tinctly Australian flavour to the 
Kingz side, 

First team regulars like Aaron 
Lines, Noah Hickey, Ivan Vicelich, 
Michael Cartwright and Dennis 
Ibrahim, will be sorely missed but 
Pettersen's recruits are more than capa- 
ble replacements, 

Socceroo Con Boutsianis heads the 
list and will be the maestro of attack, 
while Hiroshi Miyazawa was one of 
the best defenders in the NSL last sea- 
son, and will hope to stabilise the 


Kingz sometimes erratic defence, 
alongside Vinko Buljubasic. 

Andy Vlahos and John Markovski 
will share the strike with Wynton 
Rufer, while Mark Atkinson and 
George Goutzioulis will help bolster — ing. 
the midfield. 


In the midfield Spirit have bought Andy 
McDermott (Notts County), Robert Trajkovski and 
John Hutchinson. 

McDermott is a highly industrious player who 
played for the Olyroos in their build up to the 
Sydney Olympics. He has already been earning 
high praise from Hickman, who believes the player 
is Socceroo material. 

One of Spirit's major concerns last year was their 
lack of mental toughness, and Hickman has realised 
the need to change this culture. 

“That’s what I was looking for really. People 
with stronger mentality who when the going got 
tough can hang in there, dig in and get some 
results.” 

It seems exciting times are ahead in the north of 
Sydney. 


ARRIVALS: Pablo Cardozo, Adrian Cervinski, 
Julian Watt, Lupce Aceyski, Simon Bell, John 
Hutchinson, Robert Trajkovski, Richard Gough 
(guest appearance), Michael Cartwright, Andy 
McDermott. 

DEPARTURES: Alex Moreira, John Perosh, 
Michael Cunico, Matthew Langdon, Daniel 
Watkins, Joe Schirripa, Todd Macrae, Ben Burgess, 
Stuart Howson, Lee Feeney, Paul Bilokapic, Tony 
Faria, Adam Snyder. 


Kingz pose silent threat 


Theoklitos. 


By Arvind Hickman 


going into the season. 


Pettersen had an excellent season 
last year helping South Melbourne to 
the minor premiership and grand final, 
and has the support and experience of 
the Rufer brothers to help find his foot- 


Tf Pettersen can get hi$ charges to 
gel early, then expect the Kingz to be 
vying for the finals towards the end. 


ARRIVALS: Hiroshi Miyazawa, 
Con Boutsianis, George Goutzioulis, 
Mark Atkinson, Andy Vlahos, Vinko 
Buljubasic, John Markovski, Michael 


DEPARTURES: Noah Hickey, 
Chris Jackson, Michael Cartwright, 
Ivan Vicelich, Lee Jones, Aaron Silva, 
Dennis Ibrahim, Jeff Campbell, Andy 

. Bluhm, Aaron Lines, Julio Cuello. 


NEV VBR OIVERaN ENV 
WAM, WEY OLAMPIG 


ABSW (&} 


TIGER Sm WOLVES CONFIDENT OF 
CLEAN SLATE 


_ ANOTHER HURRAH 


By Arvind Hickman 


he Wollongong Wolves will 
Ti the NSL 

Championship without a 
few key players from their back- 
to-back winning team. 

Scott Chipperfield, last year's 
‘Warren Medailist’, has inevitably 
gone overseas with prolific goalscor- 
er Saso Petrovski, while Matt 
Horsley has joined the Perth Glory 
juggernaut. 

The $64,000 question is whether 
coach Ron Comy's ‘new’ boys’ can 
fill the void left by inspirational 
players like Horsley and 
Chipperfield. 

Star striker, Stuart Young is confi- 
dent it can be done. In his words, 
“Last season, the team broke all 
goalscoring records and Sasho broke 
my personal one, scoring 21 goals 
for the season. Now, we have some 
exciting players upfront, an out- 
standing midfield, and the might of 


our defence is as strong as ever”. 

While the Wolves might loose a 
bit of pace in attack, their style of 
play is very much team orientated 
and the new recruits are capable of 
fitting into this successful structure, 

Zelkjo Babic is seen as the ideal 
replacement for Saso Petrovski up- 


Buddy Farah: Thrilled with 
move to the Wolves. 


. front, and Alex Castro is a versatile 


midfielder who was top scorer at the 
Canberra Cosmos last season. 

Naum Sekuloyski is a young left 
sided-attacker and vill be asked to 
fill the gap left by Scott Chipperfield 
and Robbie Middleby, while Buddy 
Farah should add some steel in 
defence. 

Young and new captain Souris 
had excellent seasons Jast year and 
Paul Reid has firmly established 
himself as one ofthe best central 
midfielders in the country with a 
recent international call-up to the 
Socceroos. 

The Wolves should give the com- 
petition another good 'shake up! this 
year, 


ARRIVALS: Alex Castro, Naum 
Sekulovski, Buddy Farah, Zeljko 
Babic. 

DEPARTURES: ‘Matt Horsley, 
Scott Chipperfield, Saso Petrovski, 
Dino Menillo, Robbie Middleby. 


NEWCASTLE UTD HOPE ON CROOK 


Bingley and 


By Arvind Hickman 


Ne United will 


vice down the left-side, 
while Scott Baillie, Matthew 


By Bert van Bedaf 


ast season, the 
Melbourne Knights 
finished sixth and 
after a first-round finals 
win, ultimately finished 
fourth in the end-of-season es, 


sons worst defences. 


be hoping for a paniel | 
much better season Beltrame 
than last year and have replaces 
recruited well without los- po pb | 
ing many key players, Catlin in | 
New coach Ian Crook has goal and 
employed Joel Griffiths to fas 
replace another young star in great 
John Buonovoglia upfront. pportuni- Todd 
Robbie Middleby will add ty to estab.‘ Memanus 
a lot of speed and good ser- ish himself in the league 


Wollongong. 
Milan wa 


playing power. 


Blagojevic will definitely 
strengthen one of last sea- 


after limited opportunities in 


United's inability to con- 


WATCH OUT FOR 
“FIGHTING” KNIGHTS 


Nastevski and Jason Vukadin 
were discarded, making it a 
serious depletion of senior 


“Tt means we'll all, includ- 
ing me, step up a bit more 
and put in a greater effort,” 
Marth remarked on the loss- 


vert draws into victory cost 
them dearly last year and one 
of Crook's biggest chal- 
lenges will be to iffstall a 
winning culture into a team 
of much potential. 
Newcastle should improve 
on last season but are proba- 
bly a few players short to be 
labelled genuine champi- 
onship contenders, 
ARRIVALS: Matthew 
Bingley, Joel Griffiths, 
Milan Blagojevic, Scott 
Baillie, Daniel Beltrame, 
Robbie Middleby. 
DEPARTURES: John 
Buonovoglia, Bob Catlin, 


Carlton with Marth, has been 
offered a comeback at the 
Knights. A severe leg injury 
has put Tricarico out of soc- 
cer for most of two seasons.” 
He joins the Knights from 
Altona Magic, where he 
struggled last setson; and 
hopes to re-establish his NSL 


“At this stage P’m very happy with my attacking contin- 


order, 
gent of players, my main concermat the moment is I'd like 22 


Captain-coach Marth will 
go down in Knights history 
as one of its legendary fig- 
ures. After a decade at the 
club, with a two-season stint 
at defunct Carlton in 
between, the mugged mid- 
fielder is renowned for his 
inspirational qualities that 
can lift a side to improbable 
victories. 

‘The Knights will need his 
magical moments this sea- 
son, having lost midfield 
dynamo Lubo Lapsanky to 
Parramatta Power, as well as 


compensate the 
Knights have signed 18-year- 
olds with bright futures 
ahead of them, From its own 
youth, the Knights signed 
Daniel Piorkowski and spot, but realistically the 
Daniel Rocco, It also signed Knights live just under the 
Boris Ovein from South — top. 
Dandenong and Dabiel “We're going to fight fo 
Debeye from Green Gully to get in the top, there’s no two. 
fill gaps in defence, midfield ways about that, “If we'd get 
and attack. anywhere near last season, 
The Knights will rely on I'd be ecstatic,” Marth said, 
the experience of Steve DEPARTURES: 
Horvat to organise the Ransford Banini, Dragi 
defence and up front it has Nastévski, Jason Vukadin, 
last season's import player Lubo Lapskansky, Adrian 
striker Adrian Cervinski and Toto Da Costa and Noel  Cervinski, Lou Acevski. 
goalkeeper Lou Aceyski to Porter to fire again this sea~ ARRIVALS: — Daniel 
Norther Spirit. son. Piorkowski, Daniel Rocco, 
Long-standing seniors Long-suffering Joe + Boris Oycin, Dabiel Debeve, 
Ransford Banini, Dragi Tricaro, who played at Joe Tricaro. 


career as a forward or wing- 
back at Knights stadium this 
for his first stint as an NSL coach. The former 
QAS and Tongan national coach was a player in 
Olympie’s only NSL title (1990), and has very little time 
to fine tune his squad for the upcoming season. 

Phillips has lost several key players this year 
but welcomes three up-and-coming young stars 
in Jade North, Wayne Shroj and Fred Agius. 

The inclusion of striker Jeromy Harris will 
‘add a bit of experience up front, but Olympic 
will need to find an heir apparent to Pablo ji 
Cardozo, who will be sorely missed as one of 
the most prolific goal scorers in the NSL. 
Perhaps exciting young striker Dylan 
MacAllister will step up. Tom Podeljak is an 
excellent signing and will give Olympic the go 
forward they need from midfield. 

Defensively the Sharks need to find a middle-two pairing 
to replace Scott Baillie and Ante Juric. 

Phillips told ABSW that defence was his biggest concem 


G: Phillips takes the reigns at Olympic Sharks 


set his team’s 
ing for a finals 


tions, the supporters have expectations and I hope the play- 
OLYMEIC get to a semi-final situation than anything is 

/ promises a bright future for the club. 
potential growth of Sydney Olympic support- 


a bit more depth in defence,” he said. 
ers have those expectations. They set a standard last year 
possibly.” 
Cg \ ae huge untapped area the Sutherland 
Y 
fs is enormous. It’s up to us now to get them 


“As a coach I have expectations, the club has expecta- 
and obyiously we'd like to improve on that, and if we can 
Phillips also believes the move to Shark Park 
| Shire, as far as juniors are concerned, and the 

to the gate. 


ARRIVALS: Jeromy Harris, Tom Pondeljak, 
Wayne Shroj, Jade North, Fred Agius. 

DEPARTURES: Pablo Cardozo, Kresimir Marusic, 
George Goutzioulis, Scott Baillie, Ante Juric. 
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@ assw 


Eagles claim premiership 
over gallant Jets 


rebound for ing chances at both ends kept 
By Allan Crisp 2-0 lead in the 36th minute, excitement at fever pitch, but Modbury. 
Seconds earlier steely defend- with two minutes remaining 


delaide Blue Eagles 
twice came from 
behind to draw 3-3 


with gutsy Modbury Jets 
before claiming their second 
successive Premier League 
Grand Final with a faultless 
shoot-out to triumph 5-4 on 
penalties, 

The epic 2001 AGL Grand 
Final was played before a back- 


Blues goalline. 


drop of 8757 fans at Hindmarsh keeper Robbie Matosevic. Jack Mantzarapi 
Stadium last Friday night when Artone sowed the seeds of his "The Brooks lifeline goal was 
football of the grandest quality, Alex Hastings Man-of-the thrown just as Blue Eagles were 


skill, passion and perseverance 
was delivered, 

Modbury, beaten finalist last 
Season and runner-up to the 
Blues in the minor round this 
campaign, displayed from the 
kick-off that it was nol about to 
again play second fiddle to the 
elegant Eagles. 

The Jets belied their under- 
dog tag by snatching a 17th 
minute lead through a superb. 
flying header from Jason 
Trimboli, before — former 
Adelaide City defender Mark 
Yates reinforced Modbury’s 
intentions by nodding in a 


2 scoreline, 


Jets. 


er Carlo Castello had denied 
Yates with a clearance off the 


A tidy 2-0 half time lead 
beckoned for the Jets, but Corey 
Artone, retumed to the Eagles 
starting line-up courtesy of pain 
killing injections to ease his 
groin injury, fired home a 30 
metre piledriver which was 
deflected past Modbury goal- 


Match ayvard in the 60th minute 
when he bettered his earlier 
effort by Sereeching a 35-metre 
free kick past Milosevic for a 2- 


Modbury’s desire to shatter 
Blue Eagles dominance resur- 
faced three minutes Tater as for- 
mer Blues flank defender Darren 
‘Turner regained the load for the 


Eagles coach Zoran Karadzic 
took off the tiring Artone with 
15 minutes of regulation time 
left, but the ace playmaker had 
sucetmbed to his injury. 

A succession of blown scor- 


Modbury looked to have slain its 
dragon, a feat it had not man- 
aged for two seasons. 

But, as if on cue, Eagles scor- 
ing machine Michael Brooks, 
‘who had been diligently policed 
by Modbury captain Ryan 


substitutes Cheney Senese and 


on the edge of adding a Grand 
Final loss to the disappointment 
of losing the Summer Night 
Series Final to Birkalla and the 
West End Cup Final to Playford 
Patriots. 

Other heroic endeavours fol- 
Jowed the Brooks goal asa Yates 
header was knocked onto the 
crossbar by Gino DeLucia and a 
ast second shot from Jets substi- 
tute Tyson Prescott was bravely 
saved by the Eagles goalkeeper, 

Former Joey's goalkeeper 
Matosevic has his lead off spot- 
kick saved by DeLucia before 
Brooks netted for the Eagles and 


been 


When 


Chris White did likewise for 


Tony Zito (Blue Eagles), 
Ryan Donovan (Modbury), Don 
Deleso (Blue Eagles), Simon 
Clark (Modbury), Joe Cutillo 
(Blue Eagles), Mark Yates 
(Modbury) brought the shoot- 
out to a 4-4 scoreline before 
Marcin Kierno slotted in the 


Donovan, turned his opponent to clincher. Artone (BE) 39. Zito (BE) 53, 
belt in a finals-saving equaliser. AGL PREMIER LEAGUE — Brooks (BE) 57.Tumer (MJ) 84, 
to capitalise on the assistance of GRAND FINAL Crow! (Md) 100. 


By Allan Crisp 


irkalla, as State League 
B= round champion 
and Para Hills Knights 
as runner-up, went into this 
Grand Final haying already 
accorded Premier 
League status for next season. 
But, if this was regarded as a 
meaningless match, someone 
forgot to tell the players. 
referee 
Centrangolo sounded the final 
whistle, hot favourite Birkalla 
edged home 1-0 through a 79th 


46, 60, Brooks 89) 

MODBURY JETS 3 
(Trimboli 17, Yates 36, Tumer 
63) 

*Blue Eagles won 5-4 on 
penalties afier extra-time, 

Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium, 
Crowd: 8757. Referee: Craig 
Zatter, 

Cautions: Dobson (MJ) 26, 


BLUE EAGLES 3 (Artone 


AS SA LEAGUE GOES TO BIRKALLA 


hooks as it mounted a desperate 
bid for an equaliser, but captain 
Pezos maintained defensive 
order until the final whistle 
enabling Birkalla to add the 
Grand Final to the Summer 
Series and State League minor 


minute goal from Aaron 
Westervelt, who entered the 
finals fray after half time at the 
expense of striker Dusty 
McGregor. 

Former West Adelaide Shark, 
Westervelt waltzed past three 
defenders before blasting the 
ball past Knights goalkeeper 
Archie Christopoulos. 

Energetic McGregor was on 
the end of three of Birkalla’s 
four first half scoring chances, 


Paul while key defender Paul Pezos 


Darren Steele appeared to elbow 
Westervelt, raised the hackles of 
the main grandstand patrons, but 


Michael Brooks: His late equaliser helped Blue 
Eagles to the Premiership title after ah inspired 


fightback. 


striker Mark Mulady collided 
with Birkalla goalkeeper Robin 
Welch. The custodian suffered 
badly bruised right knee and had 
to be carried to the presentation 
atea, 

AGL STATE LEAGUE 


title as major trophies under GRAND FINAL 

coach Zoran Maricic, BIRKALLA 1 (Westervelt 
A touchline incident in the 79) 

90th minute when Para player PARA HILLS KNIGHTS 0, 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium. 
Crowd; 8757. (Double header) 
Referee: Paul Cetrangolo, 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


By Otto Bader 


lub Captain’s View - Talking to Wolves’ captain 
and Media Relation officer Stuart Young, and 
ing the prospect for the new soccer season, the 
mood is positive. Looking at the squad of 18 players 
assembled so far, coach and club captain believe in 
Strength and depth, good enough to aim for a top six spot, 
shown in the present players. Four newcomers have 
replaced first graders gone to greener pastures. Pre-sea- 
Son trials provided opportunities to judge the quality and 
fitness standards of all available players. 

Even though results in friendly test games are not that 
important, it was noted the Wolves were successful in all 
trials, Two or three additions are still aiming for a con- 
tract with the club, being evaluated by the coaching staff 
at present. The new squad was recently introduced to the 
Wollongong public in the City Mall, a very promising 
‘attendance took the opportunity to view the players and 
meeting most. Newly-suited mascot the ‘Wolf’ plus an 
assistant the Alaskan Malamute’ were on show, ready to 
entertain at all home games. 

Promising youngster Liam Austin in the No. 12 shirt 
could partner striker Stuart Young upfront, supported by 
19 year-old talent Naum Sekulovski in No, 11 while new 
forward Zeljko (Shaun) Babic as No.9 looks like being 
Sidelined for a few weeks with hamstring trouble as well 
‘as new midfielder Alex Castro who took the No.6 shirt, 
well known previously. All other 16 squad members are 
fit, available for selection. 


ponsors Night -. the Wolves annual sponsors evening 
fat West [fawarra Club saw the new home @ away 
strip modelled by team captain George Souris and club 
captain Stuart Young, looking very smart. Marketing 
__ Manager Greg Burgess supported by Corporate Relations 
Manager Chris Bevan, introduced each member of the 
Wolves squad. Following players were paired with their 
personal sponsor: 
Dean Anastasiadis - THOMAS SIGNS, George 
Souris - MARTIN MORRIS @ JOHNS, Alvin Ceccoli - 
EMIRATES AIRLINES, Robert Stanton - WESLEY 
UNITING EMPOLYMENT WOLLONGONG, David 
: Ceryinski - TRENDLINES, Alex Castro - WIDEFORM 
: 


CONSTRUCTIONS, Paul Reid - SOUTH COAST 
TILE @ SLATE, Max Nicholson - WEST ILLAWAR- 
RA, Zeljko Babic FRATERNITY CLUB, Stuart Young - 
TORY GROUP, Naum Sekulovski - UNANDERRA 
HARDWARE MAN, Liam Austim - SOUTH COAST 
GRAPHICS, Buddy Farah - CARLTON UNITED 


16 


Wolves striker, Stuart Young (right) and new 
captain, George Souris showing off the 
club’s new home and away strips last week 
during a well-attended sponsors™ night/ 
season launch in Wollongong. 


BREWERIES, David Huxley - SPORTSCENE, Beren 


Sullivan - DM SMASH REPAIRS, Ben Blake - GOR- 
DON MACDONALD ELECTRICAL, Grant Barlow - 
ANTAX STEEL 


ard Elections - At the Wolves AGM two new 
lirectors joined - a rather surprising outcome. 
Business identities Dough Symes - a major shareholder 
- and Bruce Cunningham stood down. Newcomers are 
Phil Torpy - Liaison officer with Soccer Australia and 
Director of Soccer Illawarra - and Mirko Milic - General 
Manager Tory Toyota - a successful dealership. All other 
directors remain on the board under Chairman Joe 
Cachia. 


‘outh Programme - Publication of the Wolves 

Living-In-Camp for Juniors planned for 7th January 
to 11th January next year, had a surprise response with 
nominations coming in. A ‘flyer’ with details will be 
‘issued shortly from the Wolves Development Officer 
‘Eddie Tesoro. If interested contact the Wolves office on 
02 42263988 to book a place. 
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fired another attempt over the no cards were shown hy the ref» Cautions: Ferriera (B) 40, / 
crossbar. ree, Pezos (B) 58, Steele (PH) 72, 
Para kept the crowd on tenter- Deep into injury time Para  Kokkinoplitis (B) 88. 
| bee ICU Premier League Semi-finals results= This year soccer clubs cared for players range in ape 
it J.J.Kelly Park Kemblawarra drew 1:1 with Cringilar groups from w/6 to u/18’s, Girls @ Boys. Roo-Ball is 
even after 15 minutes each way extra time,, making a _ played for ages from w/6 to w/9’s. no points tables are 
replay necessary on Tuesday night. ‘This is the second recorded. Competitions proper run for agegroups from 
replay for Cringila after overcoming Balgownie last u/10’s to w/18’s, a system of promotion and relegation is 
week. Perhaps the format should be altered for semi- used for subsequent seasons. 
to ayoid the work-load on players and clubs. Teams winning league championships are promoted to 
Kemblawarra claimed victory fora split second however a higher division for the following season while teams, 
referee Bob Mazevski disallowed a second winning goal _ struggling to compete in a particular division are moved 
for an alleged push in the goalmouth, Cringila took the to a lower division to provide them with the opportunity 
lead with Allan Loproto shortly before halftime while to be more competitive. At the end of each season the 
Richard Lloyd equalised late in the second half, Both league champions in first division of each age group are 
sides played at high speed,one team ruing opportunities __ eligible to compete in the NSW State wide Champion of 
missed in the first half, the other side had morel chances Champions. Representative teams from u/11 to u/16’s are 
in the second half. tun by the Wolves. 

At Memorial Park Coniston won 4:2 against Port Registrations of juniors reached this season 7000, 
Kembla, going through to the Grand Final with Port expected to climb to 8000 next soccer year, girls are join- 
doing it the hard way playing in the final to determine the-~ ing in increasing numbers. The Annual General Meeting 
other team in the big event. of the Illawarra Junior Soccer Association is held on 

In the lower grades results were: Reserve Grade Wednesday 21st November at Berkeley. Office Bearers 
Lysaght 2 Coniston 1 and Port 1 Bulli 1 with the replay for 2002 are to be elected. The present hard working 
won by Bulli 3:2. Youth Grade Balgownie 2 Bulli 1 and management committee consist of President Mrs. 
Lysaght 4 Crinigla 0. Florence Stephenson, Senior Vice President Mrs. Sheila ~ 

Replay Tuesday Night - Kemblawarra won 3:1 over Morris, Junior Vice President Mr. Jim Nolan, Treasurer ~ 
Cringila in front of a large crowd. Incidents were plenty, Mr. John Munro, Competition Secretary Mr. David Ware 
penalty claim denied, injuries, penalty missed by plus several general committee members. 

Cringila, goals for the winner scored by first an own goal Regional Director of coaching for-the Juniot Soccer 
by a Cringila defender, then Jose Fernandez and Daniel _ Association is Mr. Glen Fontana responsible for the run- 
Aldridge, for the losing side Allan Loproto scored. ning of coaching courses, developing skills sessions, 
Kemblawarra play now Port Kembla for a place in the attending club training during the soccer season, 
Grand Final on Sunday 7th October at Crehan Park, 
Cringila. HP Interworks Midweek Amateur Soccer 
‘Association - Grand Final Day results: Sinter Plant 
rand Final ICU First Division - was won by 1 over Tin Mill 0 in first division. Division 2 Coal @ 
Albion Park WE over Tarrawanna with an own goal Coke 9 over Rail Operations 0. Goalkeeper of the year 
by Claude Cellini, the outstanding player on the field, a was ANDREW SZALAI from the Tin Mill team. 
bit of luck for the winning side, unlucky for the losers, Sportsman of the year was CANE JAKANIEVSKI from 
who also had a goal disallowed for an alleged pushonthe the BOS Bulls. Player of the Year was STEVE 
keeper. Either team could have won on the day. MATLIOSKI of the Sinter Plant team. Top goal scorer 

In the lower grades the Grand Final winners were: was TODE AUSTIN of the Sinter Plant side, Manager of 
Reserve Grade Warilla won 2:1 over Albion Park WE. — the Year was MICK JOHNSTON from Rail Operations. 
Youth Grade Dapto beat University 1:0, their first loss Minor Premier this year is Tin Mill soccer team. Knock- 
this season. out winners were for the Bill Burgess Memorial Knock- 

out Rail Operations, for the Harry Pohl Memorial Knock- 
wwarra Junior Soccer - in preparation for another —_ out winner Sinter Plant, Frank Hasiuk knock-out winner 
bumper soccer season 2002 the Association calls up all Rail Operations, Charlie Murray Memorial Knock-out 
clubs - so far 26 soccer clubs from Helensburgh to Nowra winner Tin Mill. 
including Highlands - for a General Meeting to debate ‘The Alll Nationality Cup will be run on 6th October 
Policy items for Wednesday 10th October at Berkeley. until 21st October, nominate your team contacting Rudy 
Sports and Social Club. Horvattr on phone (0427 442 306. 


By Allan Crisp 


SA TO HONOUR ITS 
CHAMPIONS 


tations haye been posted to 36 of the SA 

emier League's most-outstanding players 10 
attend the Melta Medal count at the Hyatt Hotel on 
Monday, October 15. 

‘The burning question is, which of the leading vote 
earners throughout the minor round will receive this 
prized individual award when the glittering evening 
reaches its climax? 

Will it be a previous Melta Medal winner? Will it 
bea former Australian international? Will it be a for- 
mer NSL Player of the Year recipient? Or will a 
goalkeeper carry off the prize for the first time? 

Let’s examine the odds. There are five previous 
Melta Medal winners in the talented field of finalists, 
while just one candidate won the NSL POTY award 
— Milan Ivanovic, for Adelaide City in the 1990/91 
season. 

‘The men lining up to create history by becoming 
only the second player to win two Premier League 
medals are — Brad Armour, who won in 1992 with 
White City Woodville; Michael Brooks; who won in 
1996 with White City; Lachlan Campbell, who won 
with Birkalla in 1998; Tony Scalzi, who won with 
Campbelltown Red Devils in 1999, and Mark Yates 
‘of Modbury, who like Scalzi, stands to win in suc- 
cessive seasons. 

Geoff Booth is the player who stands alone, hav- 
ing won the award (then the John Martin Medal) 
with Burnside Budapest in 1974 and repeating the 
feat with Campbelltown Budapest in 1977. 

Glove men are as scarce as goals in a scoreless 
draw When it comes to winning best player awards. 

Experienced Playford Patriots goalkeeper David 
Miller is the sole representative of the last line 
defenders, but big Dave must have gained consola- 
tion that fellow custodian Robbie Matosevie carried 
off the Modbury Jets Premier League best player 
prize for his club, 

White City player-coach Ivanovic will split votes 
with Armour and Simon Bemadino for the honour as 
they represent the club that has housed an amazing 
nine medal winners since votes were first officially 
recorded in 1965. 

Blue Eagles super marksman Brooks has enjoyed 
an incredibly successful season when he again 
topped the scorers’ list with 30 minor round goals. 

But Brooksie has to share referee votes with ele- 
gant playmaker Corey Artone and uncompromising 
defender Donato Deleso. 

Olympic BC player-coach Branko Milosevic has 
dominated with superb midfield performances, but 
has often left himself on the bench until half time or 
beyond, preferring to restrict his playing time. 

Another player-coach, John Christopoulos took 
out the State League Bob Telfer Medal last season 
with Port Pirie City and is a front runner for the 
Premier League prize. 

Players in the “dark horse” category are Adelaide 
City defender Iain Fyfe, Croydon Kings midfielder 
Jamie Perin, Metro Stars striker Nathan Day and 
Port Lion Pirates utility, Bill Misailidis. 

= 


n) 


Campbelltown City’s Lachlan Campbell: 
Shortlisted for the Sergio Melta award~ 
for the second time. 


This count promises to be as closely contested as 
the last when Mark Yates pipped Michael Brooks for 
the honour by five votes. 

Yates and Brooks were in the top 12 vote gather- 
ers last season and, along with Frank Sergi and Billy 
Karapetis, are in the top echelon for season 2001. 


MELTA MEDAL 
CANDIDATES 


Blue Eagles: Corey Artone, Michael Brooks, 
Donato Deleso. 

Adelaide City: Iain Fyfe, Aaron Goulding, James 
Monie. 

Olympic FC: Damien Harley, Branko Milosevic, 
John Spatharos. 

Campbelltown City: Lachlan Campbell, Sam 
Monterosso, Jun Udagawa. 

Croydon Kings: Lyndon Parry, Jamie Perin, Rick 
Piotrowski. 

Modbury Jets: Jason Trimboli, Chris White, 
‘Mark Yates. 

Metro Stars: Nathan Day, Tony Scalzi, Vince 
Schimizzi. 

Playford Patriots: Mark Brazzale, David Miller, 
Andy Thompson. 


1991: Andy Read (Azzurri) 
1992; Brad Armour (Beograd) 

1993: Tony Gasparetto (Salisbury Utd) 
1994: Angelo Costanzo (Salisbury Utd) 
1995; Carl Whitehead (Modbury) 


Living Health Player of the Year 
1996: Michael Brooks (White City) 
1997: George Kollias (Olympians) 
1998: Lachlan Campbell (Birkalla) 


Smoke Free Player of the Year 

1999: John Fontanarosa (Croydon), Les 
Matiscsak (Cumberland), Tony Scalzi 
(Campbelltown) 

2000: Mark Yates (Modbury) 


DOUBLE CHANCE 

mer Australian internationals Milan Ivanovic 

‘and Branko Milosevic are in line to score a rare 

double by being acclaimed Premier League Player of 
the Year and Coach of the Year. 

Super sweeper Ivanovic, who led White City 

Woodville with distinction in the dual roles of play- 

erand coach, will vie with Olympic FC player-coach 


Milosevic for both awards on October 15. 


Milan Ivanovic (left) in his playing days, now tipped for the Coach of the Year award 
following his great work with White City Woodville. 


Port Lion Pirates: Ross Calabria, Bill Misailidis, 
George Tsonis. 

Port Pirie City: John Christopoulos, Lucio 
DaRocha, Steve Farrugia. 

Raiders: Dalibor Barisic, Billy Karapetis, Scott 
Morrison, 

White City Woodville: Brad Amour, Simon 
Bernadino, Milan Ivanovic. 


PAST WINNERS 
West End'Medal 
1965: Billy Graham (Croatia) 
ier McKenzie (Victoria) 


ic Norman (Adel Juventus) 
1970: Terry Wetton (Azzurri) 

jugsy Nyskohus (USC Lion) 
1972: Uros Zivkovic (Beograd) 
1973: Tom Caton (Cumberland) 


John Martin Medal 
1974: Geoff Booth (Budapest) 
1975: Alan Sproates (USC Lion) =~ 
1976: John Kamleitner (Beograd)/John Perin 
(Juventus) 
1977: Geoff Booth (Campbelltown) 


Rothmans Medal 
1978: Bobby Tuffs (Enfield/Victoria) 
1979: Wally Bojezuk (Beograd) 
1980: Garie Dooley (Elizabeth) 
1981: Adrian Santrac (Beograd) 
1982: Terry Hayes (Birkalla) 
1983: Jan Kierno (Polonia) 
1984: John Francis (Azzurri) 
1985: Paul Shillabeer (Beograd) 
1986: Brian Welsh (Beograd) 
1987: David Doorne (Polonia) 
1988: Bemie Bridges (USC Lion) 


Foundation SA Player of the Year 
1989: Alby Kidd (Hellas) 
1990: Paul Wilde (Salisbury Utd) 


Blue Eagles mentor Zoran Karadzic, who guided 
Blue Eagles to successive grand finals, is the third 
Coach of the Year candidate for season 2001. 


PAST WINNERS 


Coach of the Year 
1993: Chris Manolev (Salisbury Utd) 
1994: Joe Larecki (Port Lion) 
1995: Zoran Karadzic (Blue Eagles) 
1996: Neil Bonnar (Salisbury Utd) 
1997: Charley Villani (Birkalla) 
1998; Charley Villani (Birkalla) 
1999: Mike Barnett (Port Lion) 
2000: Phil Scardigno (Croydon Kings) 


RISING STAR 
delaide City defender Tain Fyfe has won the 
Mutual Community Rising Star award as the 
‘most promising young talent in the Premier League. 
Another City youngster, Lucas Pantelis was the 
inaugural winner of the award last season, which is 
open to first year players under 20 years of age. 
Fyfe and Pantelis, along with Aaron Goulding, 
Louis Brain and Matthew Milosevic were among the 
heroes of the Under 17 Joeys squad which became 
the-first Australian Soccer team to reach a World 
Cup final. 
It’s legend how the Aussies lost the final to Brazil 
in a heart-breaking penalty shoot-out. 
Favourites Brazil were held to a scoreless draw 
for 120 minutes before Brazil won 8-7 on penalties. 


FA 


Tony Lemezina announcing his retirement after the 


74 


ACT Grand Final in Canberra in which his goal 
could not guarantee victory for Canberra Deakin. 


LEMEZINA 


BOWS OUT 


IN STYLE 


By Graham Cooke 


e tried, but in the 
end it wasn’t quite 
enough. His grand 


final header" against 
Gungahlin Juventus could 
not prevent Canberra 
Deakin’s 2-1 loss, but at 
least Tony Lemezina had 
gone out in the same way 
he had spent most of his 
career — on the score 
sheet. 

Lemezina decided in the 


-week before the ACT 


Premiership grand final that 
this would be his last game. 
At 34 he still had all the 
touches, the unerring posi- 
tional sense, and the ability 
to spot the best option in 
front of goal, but for the 
self-confessed larrikin, the 
weekly slog of training ses- 
sions and match days was 
becoming wearisome. 

He revealed that he had 
been about to quit earlier in 
the year. “Then Deakin 
came to me and said they 
were assembling a great 
side and Geoff Howarth, 
Paul Gagetti, © Marko 
Perinovic and Scott Manson 
would all be playing,” he 
said. 

“T gave it a lot of thought 
and decided that playing in 
a side of that quality would 
be a good way to go out.” 

Deakin won the home 
and away championship, 


liminary and -grand finals 
could not add the Premiers 
trophy. Even so, he has no 
tegrets. — 

“Tf I were born again, I 
would do everything the 
same,” he said. “I’ve always. 
loved Soccer and it has 
given me more good 
moments than bad, A lot of 
clubs have been very good 
to me. 

“Sure, I could have 
played more NSL games, 
but that’s me. In the end I 
have played for Australia at 
youth level, in the NSL, 
NSW League, local league 
and overseas for a spell in_ 
the Croatian League, so I 
can’t complain. - 

“Tt would be really hard 
for the old legs to go round 
for another season, and it's 
time for a new generation to 
have a go.” 

Lemezina said there had 
been unofficial discussions 
over a possible coaching 
role for him at Deakin. “I'm 
already doing some work 
with the juniors,” he said. 

But if nothing eventuates 
he will still have the memo- 
ties. What does he treasure 
most? “Eyery goal I 
scored,” he answers with a 
smile. “Whether it’s been a 
classy shot, a chip over the 
goalkeeper’s head, or a tap 
in. 
“Really, every time I 
stepped on a Soccer field 


~ but despite goals from was a highlight for me.” 
Lemezina in both the pre- 
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ay 


LEAGUE, 


Panathinaikos Athens’ Girgos 
Karagunis (centre) controls the ball 
against Arsenal’s in Athens. 


Jonathan Zebina of Roma (left) stops 
Lokomotiv Moscow's Juri Drozdov. 


How They Stand How They Stand 
PWODL F A Pts Pwr DEF 
Real Madrid 3 3 0 0 10 2 9 Panathinaikos 3 3 0 0 5 
AS Roma Teli ed tas pele hea Real Mallorca 3 2 0 1 2 
Anderlecht 3 0 2 1 2 5 2 Arsenal Bhd 0.52.38. 
L.Moscow 3 0 1 2 eae Schalke 04 3 00 3 2 


Roque Santa Cruz (right) of Bayern 


Bayer Leverkussen’s goalkeeper n Munich contests with Dmitry 
Stefan de Wolf attempts to stop the z Parfyonov (left) and Viktor Bulatov 
ball during their 2-1 win over ¢ (centre) of Spartak Moscow. 


Barcelona. 


They Stand 
How They Stand pow Tee 


PWODtUL F A Pts 
S. Prague 2 A184 0p 4, 
raw F B.Munich 21103 4 4 
B. Leverkusen2 2 3 S.Moscow 2 0113 5 1 
Barcelona 2 1 4 Feyenoord 2 0112 6 1 
Lyon amet 1 *Next round of games are billed to take 
Fenerbahce 2 0 i) place between October 16-17, 2001. 
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RONALDO 
INJURED 
AGAIN! 


B=: injury-plagued 
star Ronaldo pulled a 
right leg muscle in just 
his second competitive match 
since returning from a 17- 
month layoff as his Inter 
Milan side brushed aside their 
Romanian UEFA Cup oppo- 
nents Brasoy 3-0) last week. 

Ronaldo came on a substitute 
in the 50th minute of the match, 
in Romania, and played well 
but shortly before the final 
whistle he pulled up, holding 
his right leg above the knee 
which had caused the lengthy 
break from the sport. 

He was immediately taken 
off the pitch, but Inter doctor 
Franco Combi said a prelimi- 
nary examination had failed to 
reveal anything serious. 

“We're not worried, it’s just a 
slight pull,” said Combi. 

But Inter coach Hector Cuper 
was more concerned, saying: 
“Obviously we're worried, 
because when a player is 
injured it is always worrying. 

“We're going to do some 
more checks to pinpoint the 
‘exact cause of the problem,” he 
added. 

Ronaldo had made his return 
to action in the first-leg tie in 
Milan the previous week, 

Inter won the tie 6-0 on 
aggregate, 


Detained Man Utd fans freed. 


jour Manchester 
United support- 


Deportivo La Coruna 
were released over the 


jormer European Foot- 
Printeeertne reas 

Roberto Baggio says he 
could retire from the game at the 
end of this season. 

“There is a good chance I could 
close my career at the end of this 
season,” the former Italy interna- 
tional said in comments reported 
by Italian media. 

The 34-year-old former 
Juventus, AC Milan and Inter 
striker is currently in the second 
season of a two-year contract with 
Serie A club Brescia and has 


against Deportivo and 
they may now return to 


Roberto Baggio (right) in action for-his Serie A club, Brescia. 


Roberto Baggio to hang 


repeatedly said that he hopes to 
make the Italy squad for next 
year’s World Cup finals. 

Asked about his chances of 
making Giovanni Trapattoni’s 
final 22-man squad, Baggio, who 
has not appeared for Italy since 
March 1999 said: “ am not saying 
anything else about that. My views 
are well known — let’s see what 
happens in the end.” 

Baggio has played for Italy in 
three World Cups — in 1990, 1994. 
and 1998 and he missed a penalty 
in the shootout against Brazil in 


three young women in 
nearby Santiago after a 


ers detained by weekend on police bail, Britain - but they will be drinking session and 
Spanish police on alle- judicial sources said. required to return to were part of an 18-strong 
gations of sexual ‘The examining magis- Spain at a later date to group of fans who went 


harassment following 
last week’s Champions 
League match against 


trate released the woman 
and three men detained 
after the 2-1 


stand trial. 


defeat 


The quartet are sus- 
pected to have abused 


on the rampage Monday 
night forcing police to 
intervene. 

The remainder of the 
group were sent home 
before the game. 

‘The four were arrest- 
ed ahead of United’s 2-1 
Champions League 
defeat to Deportivo La 
Coruna earlier last week. 

Police said they were 
part of a group of around 
20 drunken hooligans 
who vandalised parts of 
Santiago de Compostela, 
a town near La Coruna 
on the northwest tip of 
Spain. 

Around 500 United 
fans attended the match 
at the Riazor Stadium. 


the 1994 final. 

Trapattoni has so far resisted 
calls for Baggio to return to the 
Ttaly squad, but has left the door 
open, saying that his performances 
will be monitored. 

Nicknamed the “Divine pony- 
tail,” Baggio began his career 
with his local side Vicenza before 
making his name with Fiorentina. 

His move to Juventus in 1990 
began the most successul period of 
his career where he won the UEFA 
Cup and was named European 
Player of the Year in 1993. He 


a 


Manchester United’s David Beckham (left) tussles with 
Deportivo’s Enrique Fernandez Romero during the 


Argentina retires 
0. 10 for Maradona 


rgentina’s football federa- 
tion (AFA) has decided to 
retire the number 10 shirt 
in honour of their greatest-ever 
player Diego Maradona. 

The proposal of AFA president 
and FIFA vice-president Julio 
Grondona to remove the number 10 
from all their national teams, even 
youth sides, was unanimously 
approved. 

The move will come into force on 
November 14, the day of their last 
South American 2002 World Cup 
qualifier at Uruguay, though 
Marcelo Bielsa’s team already have 
their ticket for the tournament in 
South Korea and Japan. 

Four days before at Boca Juniors’ 
Bombonera stadium, Maradona will 
wear the Argentina number 10 shirt 
for the last time in a match in his 
honour against a world all-star team. 

Grondona however explained that 
there would be a problem with FIFA 
regulations because world champi- 
onships require squads to be num- 
bered from 1 to 22. 

“When the moment comes we 
will ask that the number 10 shirt not 


boots? 


won the Malian title with the Turin 
club in 1995, 

Baggio then spent two, largely 
unhappy, seasons with AC Milan 
before he made a surprise switch 
to Bologna where he won back his 
place in the Italy squad for the 
1998 finals, 

A move to Inter Milan followed 
but he found his opportunities lim- 
ited at the San Siro and he moved 
to unfashionable Brescia at the 
start of last season after turning 
down a number of offers from, 
high-profile foreign clubs. 


Champion League match at the Riazor Stadium where 
crowd trouble occurred before the start of the game. 
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Diego Maradona 
be used,” Grondona said. At the 
moment, River Plate’s Ariel Ortega 
usually Wears that number. 

Maradona played for Argentina 
between 1977 and 1994, earning 91 
caps and scoring 34 goals. 

Arguably his most famous goals 
were scored against England in the 
1986 World Cup quarter-finals, the 
first being scored with “The Hand of 
God” and the second a superb solo 
effort widely described as one of the 
best World Cup goals of all time, 

Argentina went on to win the tro- 
phy that year in Mexico for a second 
time. Four years later in Italy in 
1990, Argentina Jed by a diminished 
Maradona lost in the final to 
Germany. 

Since the beginning of last year, 
40-year-old Maradona has been hav- 
ing treatment for drag abuse at a 
Cuban clinic. 

As far as a future career, 
Maradona is hoping to gain the Boca 
Juniors coaching job when Carlos 
Bianchi departs from the post on 
December 31 later this year. 


ACO 


UDINESE 
CHIEVO 3 


mpressive Chievo Verona won 

their fourth league match of the 
season and climbed into second place 
on 12 points, one behind leaders 
Inter Milan. 

‘Two first-half goals from Simone 
Perrotta and Brazilian midfielder 
Eriberto gaye the visitors a well 
deserved lead. Udinese’s Honduran 
‘defender, Jorge Cabellero, netted a fine 
header in the 38th minute to round out 
the scoring. 


BRESCIA 3 


ATALANTA 3 
n injury time own-goal by 
Atalanta defender Alessandro 

Rinaldi gave Brescia a come from 

behind draw. 

Roberto Baggio struck after 24 min- 
utes to give Brescia the early lead, but 
Atalanta then took control of the match, 
scoring twice in three minutes through 
Luigi Sala and Cristiano Doni. Gianni 
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Comandini added a third goal on the 
stroke of halftime for the visitors. 

Baggio scored his second of the 
match in the 75th minute before 
Rinaldi’s injury-time blunder earned 
the hosts a point. 


VENEZIA 1 
liorentina won their second league 
match of the season but lost strik- 

er Enrico Chiesa to injury. Chiesa 
suffered a serious knee injury early 
in the first half that is likely to keep 
him out action for the remainder of 
the 

Chiesa had given the home side the 
lead after six minutes with a superb 
volley. 

Nuno Gomes added a second goal 
for Fiorentina in the 67th minute but 
Filippo Maniero pulled one back for 
Venezia six minutes from time. Gomes 
rounded out the scoring three minutes 
later with his second goal of the match. 


TABLE AFTER WEEK FIVE 


Inter Milan’s Nicola Ventola (left) gets past an unidentified defender from the Bologna over the 
weekend, 


Chievo remain defiant 


INTER MILAN 


BOLOGNA - 
deflected freekick in the 24th 
minute by Greek defender 

Grigorios Georgatos ave unbeaten 

Inter Milan their fourth league win 

of the season. 

Inter climbed to the top of the Serie 

A table on 13 points, one above second 

place Chievo Verona, also winners on 

Sunday. 


JUVENTUS t 


AS ROMA 2 
erie A champions AS Roma won 
their second consecutive league 

match with an impressive triumph at 

Juventus. 

Argentine international Gabriel 
Batistuta broke out of a.scoring slump 
to give Roma the lead with a beautiful- 
ly taken freekick in the 37th minute, 

Juventus battled back and came 
close to levelling, but David 
Trezeguet’s header came back off the 
post late in the second half. 

Brazilian midfielder Assuncao made 
sure of the victory when he slotted a 
deflected shot past Juventus goalkeeper 
Luigi Buffon well into injury time. 

Batistuta was sent off in the 75th 
minute for throwing an elbow at 
Juventus defender Michele Paramatti. 


PERUGIA 3 


AC MILAN 1 
igia’s new striker Fabio 
Bazzani scored with a fine header 
in the 57th minute to spark his new 
club to their first league win of the 
‘season. is 
Georgian defender Kakha Kaladze 
levelled for AC Milan 11 minutes later, 
but goals from Giovanni Tedesco in the 
75th minute and Zisis Vryzas four min- 
utes later sent Milan to their first league 
defeat of the campaign, 


PIACENZA 3 


TORINO 1 
wo goals from veteran striker 
Dario Hubner and another fronr 

Carmine Gautieri gaye Piacenza 

their second league win of the season. 

Cristiano Lucarelli scored his second 
of the season for newly promoted 

Torino to round out the scoring. 

Winless Torino remained second from 

bottom, having lost three matches and 

drawa two. 


VERONA 2 
LECCE 1 
atale Gonnella’s strike one 
minute into second half helped 
Verona to their second league win 
and sent Lecce to their first Serie A 
defeat of the season, 

Alberto Gilardino’s goal after 
minutes gave the home side the early 
Jead but Croatian forward Davor 
Vugrinec levelled for the visitors three 


minutes from halftime. 

LAZIO 0 

PARMA 0 
arko Kovacevie went close twice 


in the first half for Lazio while 
Lazio ‘keeper Luca Marchegiani, 
standing in for flu-yictfm Angelo 
Peruzzi, pulled off a fine saye to keep 
wut a header from Emiliano 
Bonazzoli, 

The nearest Lazio came after the 
break was when Stefano Fiore forced a 
good stop out of Parma ‘keeper 
Sebastien Frey after a neat exchange 
with Claudio Lopez, but the Rome side 
had to settle for their fourth draw in 
five games. 


A tussle between Frenchman Jonathan Zebina (left) of Roma and 
Alessio Tacchinardi of Juventus 


Man Utd stage 


amazing 


fightback 


FULHAM 1 
CHELSEA 

raw specialists Fulham fell 

‘behind after 32 minutes in their 
first meeting with neighbours 
Chelsea for 16 years when Jimmy 
Toyd Hasselbaink expertly conyert- 
ed a Boudewijn Zenden pass. 

Barry Hayles equalised for the home 
side in the 56th minute after Louis Saha 
hit the post. Chelsea then had Slavisa 
Jokanovic sent off for a second yellow 


card but hung on for a point, 
NEWCASTLE UTD 0 
LIVERPOOL 2 


orwegian John Arne Riise set 
Gerard Houllier’s side on their 
way after three minutes with a rising 
shot into the roof of Shay Giyen’s net 
after a misplaced pass by Rob Lee. 
Danny Murphy made the points safe 
four minutes from time against a lack- 
lustre Newcastle, exchanging passes 
with Robbie Fowler before shooting 
low past Given. 


ASTON VILLA 2 
BLACKBURN ROVERS 0 
illa bounced back from their 
aggregate defeat to Varteks in 
the UEFA Cup last week by scoring 
twice in the second half to go fourth 


IPSWICH TOWN 1 
LEEDS UNITED 2 


triker Marcus Stewart gaye 

Ipswich the lead after 22 minutes, 
darting in front of the visitors’ 
defence to head home a precise free- 
kick from Mark Venus. 

But after Finidi George and Alun 
‘Armstrong had wasted good opportuni- 
ties to increase Ipswich’s advantage, 
Leeds turned up the heat. 

Harry Kewell set up Robbie Keane 
for the equaliser after 70 minutes and 
the Australia winger’s enterprise was 
rewarded again four minutes from time 
when his low cross was turned into his 
‘own net by Venus’s outstretched leg. 


BOLTON 0 
SUNDERLAND 2 


Ihe game turned on a missed 

penalty in the 64th minute, 
Sunderland keeper Thomas 
Sorensen saying brilliantly from Per 
Frandsen after Ricardo Gardner had 
been fouled in the box. 

Kevin Phillips, who had hit the post 
when faced with an open goal after half 
an hour, but made amends in the 77th 
minute to put the visitors ahead. 

Jody Craddock grabbed 
Sunderland’s second with a header nine 
minutes from time. 


—in-the table. = 

Colombian Juan Pablo Angel netied 

his fourth in as many games just 32 see- 

onds into the second half and Darius 

Vassell pounced 18 minutes from time 

after good work by Angel and Lee 
Hendrie. 


= 


CHARLTON ATHLETIC 2 

LEICESTER CITY 0 
lhris Powell broke and crossed 
for Jonatan Johansson to head 

Charlton into the lead in the 45th 

minute. 

Leicester manager Peter Taylor's 


miserable day was completed when 
Shaun Bartlett tapped in the second in 
the 56th minute. Two players were sent 
off under bizarre circumstances. 


DERBY COUNTY 0 
ARSENAL 2 
rsenal started well and Thierry 
Henry clipped a free-kick over 
the wall to put them ahead after 20 
minutes. 

Martin Keown was sent off in the 
58th minute for his second booking, but 
Arsenal went further ahead minutes 
later with a penalty by Henry, harshly 
awarded against goalkeeper Andy 
Oakes after a collision with Nwankwo 


Kanu. n 
EVERTON 5 
WEST HAM t} 


verton ended a run of four con- 

secutive defeats with a victory 
earned largely by a great second-haif 
show. 

After an even opening 45 minutes, 
Kevin Campbell put Everton ahead in 
first half injury time, heading home a 
Niclas Alexandersson cross. 

‘An own goal by former Everton mid- 
fielder Don Hutchison made it 2-0 early 
in the second half and the Merseysiders 
theif ran riot. 

‘Thomas Gravesen ran half the pitch 


Everton’s Kevin Campell’s (right) shot is stopped by West Ham United’s Rigobert Song during 
their match at Goodison Park. 


Manchester United’s Andy Cole (left) bolts away from Spur’s 
Steffen Freund at White Hart Lane, London. 


before blasting in the third, poor goal- 
keeping by Shaka Hislop let Steve 
Watson get the fourth and Tomasz 
Radzinski got his first for the club to 
cap a fantastic second-half display. 


MIDDLESBROUGH 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 3 


‘ames Beattie put Southampton 

ahead after 67 minutes after good 
work by Wayne Bridge, and after 
Pahars was brought down by Curtis 
Fleming in the box the Latvian made 
it 2-0 from the spot in the 73rd 
minute. 

An Alen Boksic penalty briefly gave 
Boro hope but Beattic killed the game 
with an exquisite curler to make it 3-1 
five minutes from time, 


TOTTENHAM 3 
MANCHESTER UTD 5 
nited won with one of the all- 
time great comebacks after trail- 
ing 3-0 at halftime. 

Dean Richards marked his debut 
with a goal, stooping to head home a 
Christian Ziege comer after 15 minutes, 
Les Ferdinand beat the offside trap to 
make it 2-0 and the United defence was 
nowhere to be seen again in first-half 
injury time as an unmarked Christian 
Ziege headed the third. ~ 

United, with only one win from their 
last 14 away games in all competitions, 
toared back after the break as headers 
from Andy Cole, Laurent Blanc and 
Ruud van Nistelrooy levelled it after 72 
minutes. 

United were in total command by 
then, and it was no surprise when Juan 
Veron shot them into the lead two min- 
utes later, David Beckham adding the 
icing on the cake just before the end. 


NEXT WEEK 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 
Liverpool vs Leeds 
Aston Villa vs Fulham 
Bolton vs Newcastle 
Charlton vs Middlesbrough 
Chelsea vs Leicester 


Ipswich vs Everton 
Southampton vs Arsenal 
Sunderland vs Man Utd 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14 


Blackburn vs West Ham 
Aston Villa vs Fulham 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 15 
Tottenham vs Derby 


t@ 


THE RAPREMIER LEAGUE 


ND DIVISION 
Fue er 


Viga 


err 
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eal Betis went to the top 
of the Spanish first 

ivision after their 1-0 
win over Las Palmas on 
Sunday, but their path was 
eased by Deportivo La Coruna 
and Celta Vigo fighting out a 
2.2 draw. 

Newly-promoted Betis 
notched up their fourth consecu- 
tive victory but were made to 
made to work hard by a spirited 
Las Palmas side, who had the 
better of the first half. 

The Seville side only took 
control after the Canary Island 
club’s Gabriel Schurrer headed a 


miss-hit shot by Gaston Casas 
into his own net, and both 
Joaquin Sanchez and Denilson 
should have added to their tally. 

Villarreal also have 12 points, 
the same as Real Betis, but are 
second on goal difference 
despite a 1-0 win at Real 
Mallorca. 

Argentine striker Martin 
Palermo headed his third goal of 
the season after 13, 

Minutes to put Villarreal 
ahead and the club nicknamed 
the ‘Yellow Submarine’, after 
their shirt colour, floated away 
with three points comfortably, 


=——Spanish Primera Liga 


especially after Mallorca striker Lionel Scaloni. 
Samuel Eto’o was dismissed Real Sociedad remain rooted 
just before the break. to the bottom of the Spanish first 


Deportivo came from two 
goals down to deny Celta their 
first victory in seven seasons at 
the Riazor stadium in a bitterly 
fought 2-2 draw. 

Celta’s Manolo Berizzo and 
‘Edu had put the visitors by mid- 
way through the second half. 

However, Juanfran Garcia 
headed into his own net on 69 
minutes and then Deportivo’s 
‘Walter Pandiani scored from the 
‘spot with ten minutes to go, after 
Berizzo had brought down 


sree 


Curuh Tenoc of Real Valladolid chips the ball over Real Madrid's wall to score a 
goal during their clash in Madrid. 


Deportivo Coruna 2 Celta Vigo 2, Osasuna | Sevilla 0, Real Betis 1 Las Palmas 0, 


Real Mallorca 0 Villarreal 1, Tenerife 0 Real Zaragoza 0, Valencia 0 Alayes 0, 
/Espanyol 3 Rayo Vallecano 1, Malaga 1 Athletic Bilbao 2, Real Madrid 2 Valladolid 


12, Real Sociedad 0) Barcelona 2. 


1. Real Betis 
2. Villarreal 
3. Celta Vigo 
4, Barcelona 
5, Deportivo Coruna 
6, Athletic Bilbao 
7. Valencia 
8. Alayes 
9. Sevilla 
10, Osasuna 
11, Espanyol 
12, Real Madrid 
13. Malaga _ 

14, Real Zaragoza 

15, Valladolid 

16. Las Palmas 

17. Tenerife 

18, Real Mallorca 

19. Rayo Vallecano 
+20, Real Sociedad 


Fixtures ... 


Valladolid vs Espanyol 


Las Palmas ys Real Madrid 


Peavy ae Dee 
aie cnet lone 10 
5 4 0 1 7 
SE ipo “eee, ©.10. 
Ses areas 7 
i: 3 1 1 an 
5 3 1 1 9 
Lilie Pw) tel! oa) 
5 Pisani 1 6 
Se 2 7 
2) Deal 2 2 
5 el) 3 8 
5 1 2 2 9 
By ele Dee ae 6, 
5 a 2 2 4 
2) Le 2 5 
5: i 1 3 3 
3 1 1 3 2) 
5 1 I 3% 1 
5 ObpsSh 4 2 
S50 lentiem Sk 


Athletic Bilbao vs Real Betis 


Alaves vs Malaga 
Celta Vigo vs Valencia 


Villarreal vs Deportivo Coruna 


Barcelona vs Mallorca 


division, with just one point and 
one goal to their name, after los- 
ing 2-0 at home to Barcelona on 
‘Saturday. 

The Catalan club's goals 
came from Patrick Kluivert and 
Xavi Hernandez. 

Rayo Vallecano crashed 3-1 
away at Espanyol last Saturday 
and are still winless after five 
games. 

‘The loss was the final straw 
for Rayo general manager 
Alvaro Ruiz Mateos, who made 
Andoni Goikoetxea the first 
coaching casualty of the season 
in the Spanish first division 
when he sacked the former 
Spanish international defender 
‘on Sunday. 

Real Madrid had to settle for 
a 2-2 draw with Valladolid on 
Saturday, and remain mired. in 
the middle of the table in 12th 

lace. 

Valladolid salvaged a point 
just a minute from the whistle, 
thanks to a thunderbolt free kick 
from their Mexican international 
‘Cuauthemoc Blanco . 

World Player of the Year 
Zinedine Zidane got Real 
Madrid quickly off the mark, 
scoring his third goal in as many 
games for the defending Spanish 
champions after just four min- 
ules, 

Fernando Sanchez got the 
visitors back on level terms 
barely a minute later before 
Raul Gonzalez put Real Madrid 
2-1 ahead after 19 minutes. 

The game looked as though it 
was going to finish that way, 
after Real Madrid had squan- 
dered several chances, until 
Blanco’s late strike. 


4 12 

gj 12 

2s it 

a ML 

6 10 

6 10 

3 9 

i) 8 

ff 7 

6 ah 

12 6 

8 5 

a) 3 

5 5 

DG eae 

3 4 

7 4 | fees Y 
0 - Real Betis’ striker Gaston Casas 
8 1 celebrates after scoring against Las 


Palmas during their game in Seville. 


Fixtures ... Fixtures 


Real Zaragoza vs Real Sociedad Malaga vs Celta Vigo 
Sevilla vs Tenerife Valencia vs Villarreal 
Rayo Vallecano vs Osasuna Deportivo Coruna ys Barcelona 
Mallorca vs Real Zaragoza 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7 Real Sociedad vs Sevilla 
Valladolid vs Las Palmas Tenerife vs Rayo Vallecano 
Real Madrid vs Athletic Bilbao Espanyol vs Osasuna 


Real Betis vs Alaves 
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Groningen 1 Ajax Amsterdam 4, Sparta 
Rotterdam 1 Twente Enschede 1, Utrecht 2 
RKC Waalwijk 1, Den Bosch 0 Feyenoord 0, 
Roda JC 0 Heerenveen 2, Fortuna Sittard 2 
NEC Nijmegen 2, PSV Eindhoven 0 Vitesse 
‘Amhem 2, Willem HI Tilburg 2 AZ Alkmaar 
2, Graafschap 4 NAC Breda 2, 


P 
1, Ajax Amsterdam 6 
2, Vitesse Amhem 7 
3, Feyenoord 6 
4,Heerenveen 6 
5, Willem I Tilburg 6 
6. RKC Waalwijk 


i} 
7 
8, AZ Alkmaar 7 
i 
x 


11. Twente Enschede 6 
12. NEC Nijmegen 7 
13, NAC Breda 6 
14, PSV Eindhoven 7 
15. Groningen ai 
16, Sparta Rotterdam 7 
17. Fortuna Sittard 7 
18, Roda JC aif 


ate r= ; 
Jan Michels of FC Den Bosch dur- 


ing their league match against 
Feyenoord over the weekend. 


Club Bruges 1 Genk 2, Aalst 1 Anderlecht 
5, Standard Liege 0 Lokeren 2, Charleroi 1 
Beveren 1, Molenbeek 0 Westerlo 1, Sint- 
Truiden 1 Mouscron 2, Ghent 2 La 
Louviere 1, Lommel 2 Antwerp 2, 
Beerschot 2 Lierse 0. - 


1. Ghent 

2. Aalst 

3. Club Bruges 
4. Genk 

5. Anderlecht 
6. Standard Liege 
7. Charleroi 

8. Sint-Truiden 
9, Lommel 

10. Beerschot 
Il. Lierse 

12. Lokeren 

13. Westerlo 
14. Mouscron 
15. Antwerp 
16, Beveren 

17. Molenbeck 
18. La Louviere 


phe) an hes es 
ISAS RASas 
paras 


SSSHEORGAaRY 


ern 
Cele aaue 


Ss 


BABS aqarssaaaqr3.a39 
SOSH RH NNNHUBELEUUIE 
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D 
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0 
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3 
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3 
9 
4 
2 
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4 
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REDE S OSC Ce essen ED> 


Club Brugge midfielder, Cesar 
Santos(right) vies with an opponent 
from Genk. Brugge lost 2-1. 


Panionios 0 Olympiakos 2, Panathinaikos 


1, AEK Athens 
2. Olympiakos 
3. Panathinaikos 
4, Aris Salonika 
5. Akratitos 
6. Panahaiki 
7. Xanthi 
8. Iraklis 
9. OFI Crete 
10. Ethnikos Ast. 
11. PAOK S. 
12. Panionios 
13. lonikos 
14, Aegaleo 


PHONY RVYEKNHHHNHNND 
PS res Sia as pe et 


‘AEK Athens! Demis Nikolaidis 
(left) battles with two players from 
Aegalao Athens. 


eorecococoHHosy 


Pee ee HEHE Moose om 


breauas 


Be NNwHNon 


tHe Se acho Cle eee 
SG Melos is cs'y Gs note 


5 OFI Crete 0, Iraklis 3 PAOK Salonika 1, 
PGE) Aris 1 lonikos 0, Ethnikos Asteras 2 
€ @} Akratitos 1, AEK 4 Aegaleo 0, Xanthi 2 

Panahaiki 0, Olympiakos 3 Iraklis 0, 


Aberdeen’s Darren Mackie (right) in 
aerial battle with Dundee’s Beto 
Carranza during their match at Dens 
Park Stadium. 


CELTIC DRAW ‘OLD 
FIRM’ FIRST BLOOD 


cottish Premier League champions and 

leaders Celtic beat Rangers 2-0 in the first 

‘Old Firm’ derby of the season at Ibrox on 
Sunday, establishing a seven point lead at the 
top of the table over their arch Glasgow rivals. 

Martin O'Neill's side took the lead through a 
14th minute goal from Stilian Petrov that owed 
much to a dreadful error from Rangers’ German 
goalkeeper Stefan Klos, 

‘Then, after Rangers had been reduced to 10 men 
following the sending off of Lorenzo Amoruso, 
Celtic wrapped up the match in injury time through 
a calm finish from Alan Thompson. 

Klos did his best to atone with a second-half 
penalty save from Henrik Larsson 

and his performance received praise from an 
unexpected source, the Sweden forward’s Celtic 
strike partner Chris Sutton, 

“{ thought Stefan Klos kept them in the game,” 
Sutton said. 

Celtic, 1-0 up at half-time, should have gone 
further ahead when Larsson was brought down in 
the box in the 63rd minute by Amoruso, 

‘The Rangers’ player had to go and then tempers 
flared with a minor brawl that resulted in a flurry of 
yellow cards, 

Eventually Larsson took the penalty but his 
straight shot was weakly struck and Klos saved 
with his legs. 

The keeper then tipped over a Thompson free- 
kick and he was called on again to deny Lambert. 

Tn extra time, Thompson surged forward and the 
predominately left-footed player calmly steered the 
ball past Klos into the corner with his right. 

Tt was the first time Celtic had achieved back-to- 
back wins at Ibrox since 1983 and this result is 
bound to increase the pressure on Rangers’ Dutch 
boss Dick Adyocaat, 

In the other premier league matches on Sunday, 
Livingston maintained their impressive run with a 
1-0 win at home to Hibernian and Kilmarnock beat 
Dunfermline 2-0, 

Spaniard Francisco Quino scored the only goal 
of the game after 64 minutes to help Livingston 
leapfrog Hibs into third place in the table. 

Kilmarnock’s goals came courtesy of Andy 
McLaren and Craig Dargo, leaving Dunfermline 
second from bottom, 


LYON GO TOP AFTER 
RENNE ROUT 


T= favourites Lyon thrashed Rennes 4-0 on 


Saturday thanks to a fine display from new 
boy Pegguy Luyindula. 

Lyon simply tore Rennes to pieces with 22-year- 
old Kinshasa-born Luyindula opening the scoring 
with a close-range header after eight minutes, 

Before he made way for Brazilian striker Sonny 
Anderson on the hour the eight-million dollars signing 
from Strasbourg had carved openings for Juninho to 
make it 2-0 after 17 minutes and for Sidney Govou for 
the fourth after 56 minutes. 

Former Corinthians player Juninho grabbed his 
second by converting a penalty just before half-time 
after Lamine Diatta handled in the box. 

Guy Roux’s youthful Auxerre remain undefeated 
after a full-blooded 1-1 draw at Lens. 

In lashing rain Daniel Moreira opened the scores 
for Lens with a long shot that Auxerre keeper Fabien 
Cool fumbled into his own net after six minutes. 

But a volleyed cross-shot from Finnish internation 
al Teemu Tainio left Guillaume Warmuz wrong-foot- 
ed in the Lens goal as the ball crept in at the far post 
just before the break. 

Lille went joint top in France after they came from 
behind to eam a 1-1 draw at neighbouring Sedan last 
Sunday, 

‘Togolese striker Adekanmi Olufade levelled for 
Lille, 12 minutes from time after Philippe Celdran had 
opened the scores for Sedan 18 minutes into the first 


Guingamp’s Florent Malouda (right) 
contests with Olympique Marseille’s 
Franck Jurietti during their match. 
Guingamp won 1-0. 

Bordeaux bagged their third win with a 1-0 home 
victory over Paris Saint Germain, who are struggling 

to find the back of the net. 

Portuguese striker Pauleta hammered home a left- 
footed volley after 22 minutes to take Bordeaux sixth. 

Also on Sunday, second division champions 
Sochaux raced to a 2-0 lead at Troyes before escaping 
with just a point,.second-half strikes from Samuel 
Boutal and Senegalese striker Mamadou Niang level- 
ling for Troyes, 

Meanwhile, it was another miserable night for 
Didier Deschamps’ Monaco as they lost 1-0 to Bastia. 
Marseille went down 1-0 to Guingamp, and Nantes 
remain rooted to the bottom of the league after draw- 
ing 0-0 at home to Metz, 


FC Schalke 04 player Sven Kmetsch 
(left) in kicking action with FC Energie 
Cottbus player Marko Topic. 


KAISERS LOSE 100% 
RECORD 


eigning German and European champi- 

R= Bayern Munich thrashed VfB 

jtuttgart 4-0 on Sunday to close the gap 

on leaders Kaiserslautern who lost their 100 
percent record the previous day, 

Bayern’s Brazilian forward Giovane Elber 
struck twice in the first 13 minutes before complet- 
ing his hat-trick in the 61st minute, 

His Brazilian teammate Paulo Sergio added the 
fourth in the final minute against a Stuttgart side 
weakened when midfielder Silvio Meissner was 
sent off after just 18 minutes in front of 61,000 fans 
at Munich's Olympic Stadium. 

Kaiserslautern perfect start to the season ended 
abruptly when they were beaten 2-0 at strugglers 
VEL Wolfsburg on Saturday. 

Wolfsburg’s Polish international striker Andrzej 
Juskowiak opened the scoring in the 14th minute 
and defender Frank Greiner put the result beyond 
doubt with the second goal eight minutes from. 
time. 

Bayer Leverkusen moved into third, one point 
behind Bayern, after brushing aside SC Freiburg 4- 
1 at home on Sunday. 

Midfielder Ballack struck twice, Neuville 
grabbed another and Turkish international Yildiray 
Basturk opened the scoring. Tunisian international 
Adel Sellimi was Freiburg’s scorer. 

Borussia Dortmund took full points with a hard- 
fought 2-1 victory at newly-promoted St-Pauli. 
Brazilian Ewerthon marked his league debut for 
Dortmund with the first goal and giant Czech strik- 
er Jan Koller added a second in the 33rd minute. 

Dortmund were cruising until St-Pauli midfield- 
er Thomas Meggle made them sweat with a 77th- 
minute effort. 


Schalke 04's German international Gerard | 


Asamoah scored his side’s second goal in a 2-0 win 
at home to Energie Cottbus. 

Belgian intemational Emile Mpenza had opened 
the scoring for Schalke, who were lying fifth after 
this win. 

Meanwhile Hertha Berlin won convincingly 
3-0 at home to Cologne and 1860 Munich drew 
2-2 with Hansa Rostock. 
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PORTUGUESE FIR VIS 


Varzim 2 Uniao Leiria 0, Salgueiros 2 Santa Clara 1, 
Benfica 3 Alverca 2, Pacos Ferreira 0 Brag 0, Beira 
Mar 2 Porto 0, Vitoria Setubal 0 Belenenses 1 


PWODL FA Pts 

1. Boavista 6. SiGe 1k SIs 
2. Porto T 4 AeQert8:5: 18 
3. Benfica 73 40 410 23 
4,Belenenses 7 3 1 3 M1 8 10 
5. Vitoria Guimaraes6 3 1 2 7 7 10 
6, Sporting 6 Se?) Bye 0. 
7. Vitoria Setubal 7 3 0 4 12 9 
8. Maritimo 63°03 108 9 
9.Uniaoleiria 87 23277 9 
10.BeiraMar 7 2 3 2 1012 9 
11, Alverca 73°04 1014 9 
12, Braga 7 Tees 8 
13.Gil Vicente 6 2 22 6 8 8 
14,SantaClam = 7-2 «2 «30-7«*12:«8 
15.PacosFerreira 7 1 4 2 6 6 7 
16, Farense (Oh DE Dee) 
17.Salgueios 97 2 1 4 5 12 7 
18. Varzim Ws ED Ae as 
CROATIAN ST DIVISION 


Sibenik 1 Hajduk 2, Zadar 0 Zagreb 0, TSK 4 
Varterks 1, Marsonia 2 Osijek 0, Pomorac 1 Slaven 
Belupo 0, Dinamo 2 Hry. Dragovoljac 1, Cibalia 1 
Rijeka 1,Cakovec 2. Kamen Ingrad 0 


4 

PWDLFA Pts 

1, Zagreb Ce ier el ee 
2. Dinamo 8710165 2 
3. Varteks 9. 6 Ae) Bois ig) 
4, Hajduk 8 6 0 2 1910 18 
5. Rijeka 9423 21 4 
6. Cakovee 9423 1M 4 
7.ShvenBelupo 9 4 14 9 1 B 
8. Zadar CEeeecha visi gil 
9, Hrv. Dragovoljac 9 3 2 4 12 14 Il 
10, Pomorac 93 2 4-8 I I 
1, Cibatia Ou esa S.10bas 
12. Marsqgja Suet 6 9g 
13,KamenIngad 8 1 4 3 7 1 7 
4, TSK Cie bel nesta 
15, Osijek 8205 614 6 
16. Sibenik tie ites ea PA 


KISH FIR 


Besiktas 4 Kocaelispor 2, Gozetepe 0 Yorgatspor 0, 
Genclerbirligi 1 Galatasaray 3, Bursaspor 1 
Istanbulspor 2, Gaziantepspor 2 Antalyaspor 3, 
Fenerbahce 2 Denizlispor 1, Diyarbakispor 1 
Samsunspor 1,Malatyaspor 2 Rizespor 1, 
Trabzonspor 2 Ankaragucu 2 


PWDL FA Pt 
1,Galatasaray 7 6 1 0 176 19 
2.[stanbulspor = 7 «6 «1 0 8 2 19 
3. Goztepe (fia ied tet) 
4,Fenerbahee 897 4 «12 138 2B 
5, Kocaclispor 7 3 3 ‘1 14 10 12 
6. Besiktas 6 3 1-2 15 10 10 
7.Trabeonspor 97 3 1 3 14 il 10 
8.Genclerbirligi 7 2 3 2 16 14 9 
9, Rizespor deeds Seton omte 
10. Yozgatspor 7 2 2 3 8 12 8 
M1. Antalyaspor 7 2 2 3 119 8 
12, Ankaragucu «7 2 1 4 2318 7 
13.Denizlispor 97 2 1 4 17 7 
14.Busaspr = «7 «2 «1 <4 «*7«15S: «7 
15.Gaziantepspor 6 1 2 3 6 8 § 
16.Diyarbakirspor 6 1 2 3 1014 5. 
17.Samsunspor 6 «1 2 3 °7'*'1 5S 
18, Malatyaspor 7 1 0 6-3 19 3 


GOSLAV TOP EIGHT 


PWODL FA Pt 

Partizan Belgrade 6 4. °2 0 15 8 14 
Sarid Smederevo 6 4 11 8 5 B 
RadBelgrade 96 3 21 8 3 II 
Obilic Belgrade 6 3 2 1 106 Il 
OFK Belgrade 96 2 3:1 44 9 
Red StarBelgmde § 2 3 1 97 9 
Vojvodina NoviSad6 15 0 6 4 8 
Dee as 8 


ZetaGolubovei 6 
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